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RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Lady Frances Shirley. 


Honoured Lady, 


'F HO?” I am unacquainted with your 
LADYSHIP, I am not fo with your 
character; which gives me the boldneſs to 
dedicate my poor performance to you, as 
I hope it may be of uſe to put ſome in mind 
of religion; and I have hopes that your 
name will ſet a value to my book, which, if 
it ſells, will be a great charity conferred on 
a poor, unworthy object, who is now ſup- 
4 23 ported 


— Iv E — — 
pon by the alms of his good friends. Vour 
LAaDYSHIP's bounty to the poor, I know, 
appears in all ſhapes, particularly in diſtri- 
buting books which treat upon religion, to 
which, I am told, your LaDysnie has 


now given up your thoughts and. time, and 
ſhewed your courage in breaking through 


the vain cuſtoms of the world, which engages 


the affections of moſt ladies in your high 
rank. I pray to God to preſerve your life, 


and continue your brave reſolutions to keep 


on the fide of religion, that you may be 
the inſtrument of good to all you converſe 
with ; which is the * prayer of your 
WADYSHIP's 


Moſt humble and unworthy Servant, 


Jeremy Leaf. 


1 BEG leave to inſert the following Letter, which 1 
received from a very ingenuous correſpondent, en 
Couraging me to pub O this work. 


Mi. LEAF, 


6. 
(e 


HAVE peruſed your hiſtories, _ am ex- 
tremely pleaſed with them; therefore, with 
the greateſt pleaſure approve of your deſign 

in printing them; hoping you will reap all 
«© the advantage to yourſelf, which ſo noble a deſign 

ce does deſerve : and my ſincere prayer is, they may 

« be to the uſe of edifying, to every one who ſhall. 
« read them, they being a means of conveying the 

« * truths to the mind, which, undoubiedlys 27 


* 


cc 


cc 


SS -- 4 
A 


(u 
be allowed by all who will attend ſeriouſly to 
them ---- But, oh | how averſe is our nature to at- 
tend to theſe things, which only can contribute true 
pleaſure in this life, and eternal happineſs in the 
next? It is the only ſubje& worth beſtowing our 
precious time upon, and, when ſeriouſly conſidered, 
gives ſuch true joy to the believer, that, I think, we 
cannot too often communicate this great truth to 
the world, who we ſo much deſire ſhould ſhare in 
the great happineſs which every true chriſtian en- 


Joys. I admire your dreſſing it in ſo many ſhapes, 


as I hope it will be a means of drawing the attention 
of your readers ; but, for fear of your giving any 


oftence, I would adviſe you to inform the publick 


the perſons you have mentioned, are not deſigned 
for any particular people, but only made uſe of as 


characters repreſenting the old and new nature, in 


different ſtations of life; and to ſhew how im- 
poſſible it is for the new and regenerate nature to 
comply with the world in any of their amuſements, 
which they find by the ſcriptures are intirely oppoſite 
to the will of God, which is the believers great hap- 
pineſs to perform: and they find thoſe amuſements 
they once thought made their happineſs, are now be- 
come ſo very inſipid to them, that they cannot con- 
deſcend to throw away ſo much time in them, having 
a far greater pleaſure which none can experience, but 


"thoſe who have intirely given up all thoſe ſinful di- 


verſions, which the world is pleaſed to call innocent 
amuſements; though I know, by my own experience, 


cc they 


cc 


cc 
T 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
ec 
ce 
= 
ce 


cc | 


ct 
cc 
c 


vn | 


they never begin to pleaſe, 'till they gratify ſome na- 
tural ſinful temper in the mind; though ſome affirm, 
they frequent thoſe publick diverſions, when they 
have no pleaſure in them, purely to comply with the 
cuſtoms of the times; and, to retain the eſteem of the 


world, they are obliged to conſent to all theſe amuſe- 


ments, which in themſelves are diſagreeable to them; 
but they find it is abſolutely neceſſary to appear in 
publick, or they would be looked upon with no re- 
ſpe& in the world, where they have always expected 
their happineſs ; and which, they do acknowledge, 
never made them truly ſo : but how can they be 
happy, when they follow a wrong courſe of life, ſo 
0. contrary to the chriſtian rule, which only can 

e them perfectly happy, when once they have 
renounced the world with all its vanities? I think, 
you have given in your hiſtories the true rule of at- 


« taining the chriſtian faith: therefore, I hope, all who 


ec 


have any regard for their own happineſs, will ſet them- 


« ſelves about finding it out by your rule; which, with 


the grace of God, I hope will anſwer all your good 


intentions; is the great defire of 


Tour ſincere friend and well-wiſher, 


„ F. MEANWELL,” 


+ Wolldly 
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IJ. önnen, Sat 92 YOus 1 M5 7d „re 154 | 
Dear Madam, et G1 ile AOL 91 1 if bog I NCT Has 
Lia He Fat 197 10 norton. won 7s 2 

AV IN Giitecived great ence. 

this 'ſurnimher,” 'T am deſirous to make atmen fot t 

dAulneſs of my letters, by ſending vor 

hiſtories of three of my particular fr 
chink, will fully ſettle the diſpute betweek vou A f 
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. Hifhry . the.” La, Feliciania, wi ES 
. 125 iT 411.4 4 ; PRE * 3070 | 
| ADY 1 was the. 7 if 1 ab 
in all the pomp and grandeur of life, and fand of every 
Vanity to a high degree. Soon after ſhe. came, of age, and miſtes 
of her great fortune, the was won by the artful S eee, 
lied 


o 


ty 


a man of a beautiful perſon, and a, mind 
Rag Ln ſcience which renders the man of 
E. to which was added ſo much art = 


worldly Nie: but ES | the mid of all. hy 
5 %,1the hend 
confeſſion * Feliciania modo to one of her ſincere friends, whom 1 


B ſhe 


„ 


— — 
. 
2 ko of 


= , 
—_— 


98 by ex 
mn there nee HP a large Nunes, for chat 
e e e un 


P ä — +a oo. . 


wherein none ever was 


wed — [Abou 1 "I Y * 


Jou, through 


Lond dad de 


world, and had no intereſt to betray her. 


2 eee, 
Bag l, Li, fun a Lady bud 


Lady Feliciania. My dear Secludia, 1 am the moſt envied woman 
upon earth, that four allow ple or ns 


Lady Secludia. By all, I allow, except thoſe who know the 
happineſs we find in religion, wht ſets us above the WorldG. 
Lady Feliciania. I know no cn of your ha 3 


_ but I am 
ience, there is no 1 — : = therg-is none 
Af Sa, ſecure, no man's heart for 


44 


a number you. to 1 oe pace 
As mp Sharp: —_— in rich clothes; for. my gold and filver tires 
me: — there is none in vain ſhow ; for I obſerve many more ridicule 
than commend:: - there is none in high birth; for I am obliged to 
watch the looks of er every creature, for fear L ſhould hegle&t a 
courjeſy. I ſee, what I poſſeſs is the aim of every woman; and 
yet T am not happy with it. What is the reaſon ? 

Lady Secludia. My — Feliciania, you are, at preſent, in a ſtate 
you was born a.fallen ſpirit, through 
the tranſgreſſion of - your . A parents: yoh have happineſs offered 
faith in Chriſt; Which happineſs, in this world, con- 

in ſenſible our bleſſed Saviour Has made atonement for 
dur fins, Teeoticiled us to the” favour of God; in our receiving 
the affiſtatice of his Holy * to remove fin from our hearts, 


(Wach is the cuufe of all in ont earneſt defire to obey 
ine len of God e e in” King q our prayers” anſwered; 
and in delighting to obey the rule of * criptures; With the 


divide comforts which” God pleaſes” to fe to tyery ſincere 


een THY ede de path” which leads to tre "happineſs 


every other way Will deceive you Aga 

Fein. 1 beliefe "i dear Shui feels all "the tays; 

tough 1 have no idea of this / ee but would give | 
think as yo d. e + berge | oil gay 


1 


L nnr 


Lady Sead. Theben What you: are 3 _ een 
ne be what I am. nls bas Lin ah V 1912936 4 21 99 
20 Lady Feliciania. Tell me how?! Act 9 1071 rn 557K CI. r. 

Lady Secludia. Take a chriftian lie for your pattera- Ir 
_— you to church twice a day; I will give-you-books| of devotion 

I will tell you my rule of life. Truſt me or a time : giye up dhe 
world, while you are purſuing this happineſs: mak it your: whole 
intention to obtain the chriſtian faith Faith is the giſt uf God, and 
will be obtained — es and a holy life. 'The meaning of 
.2 holy: life is a ſincere deſire of doing, ar omitüng, every — 
of our lives, as we think it moſt, pleating 
in ſearching what is his will in the ſcriptures, and begging): 

grace to 1 of them; and à ſure truſtichat 
God will enable us to that he commands us toda 
Lady Feliniania. You ne you are happy in the 
world; l am miſerable in it ʒ eee = after your Happi- 
Nen. tho I'deſpair of obtaining itt. 

Lady 2 Whocver will trult che chriſtian faith ſo farin 
to give up their falſe happineſs, will ſoon obtain the trum t Hut ade 
cannot have theſe two purſyits in our mind at ona Len dire 
to pleaſe God, and have any regard to pleuſe the world for 
know, if my deſign leaſe Cod (his pleaſure ought leaſe 
every reaſonable def: "therefore l muſt nat teu the le 
opinions of che world. | — — 


ing, or diſpleafing;-to> God » 
his 


RY on breaſt. 11017; 11109- e103 73573 emnom vu ar” 
Lady Fast. This hope e har See, me e 

70 Party, 1 gt ad 12 rot 191 hom. eee 9938S) 
(El bine Zaichon bas not Raozw wn pur 5 11 9 


No ſuppoſe lady W one Jortnightt/in the chriſtian rube af 
life; When. "the: nds that comfort, ſhe hail. in un fued 
through all her worldhy ſceves, dhe grows for 8 
return from the country, that ſhe mn may aoquaint him — | 
truth being fully pe | he will receive n with the 
Ingertuky. as the hach Gohe ; but, to ber — £abiniliy 
big With politic mes, ſdarcely to vrhat ſhe tells! licht; 
bl cs wp glad to haar ſhe is happy, and, in a hurys Grefſts 
| nich van noinfditi in off : 2110099 h 2413 


ba 83: | She 


EL La) 


I cshe takes every opportunity of this truth, which he 
bears patiently at firſt, and then — zi! 8 the 
ſ forbears ſpeaking for a time. Aerial was a man of ence 
jj [inthe world, and'continually employed,” a month pad om lin this 
manner without notice; when, | one day, lady Frliciani a to her 
| great ſurprize, found no perſon at dinner but Ambitionia'; as ſoon as 
. the ſervants were diſmiſſed, he began to diſcourſe this matter Wich 
2 | wap and, in in xclolute tone, | wi nd od. tdo 01 noh. 

| 5 bal. * Han 1175 bogimclo oc ie 
e Lahe. Madam, en ſuffer you to-live Fry manner;. 
11 you expoſe me as well as yourſelf: don't let me ſee any prayer- 
[| books Hinz about: why: don't you dreſs as you uſed tq do? and, 
I muſt tell you, if you intend 3 go on in this Sy: Way, 1 
1 won't live with you. [1101790], ot 20 ix; 
Wh * lam wenydoery to ſee you eg ut what makes 
8} r 2 l 
| tionia. Then I ſee you are determined to break! 
! :and will; not er a word: T fay: — but 2 find * am your 


11 »beſt: frienl. „dcr ; $1993 qu 2717 
li auh lady Febicdanie.. There is nothing. 1 defi io mach as to ſe 
1 as „ eee 7 Of DS 291 T1 | Le 1 3700 SH 7 07 655 
} cle 0 Hoy vil A) Dow 2 of ei 69 Vin li von, Hl 


„ -dmbitionia: leſt che room in 2 aber lady Feicignie ſilently 
2 to God to direct her right, and is nom convinced of the 
ion the love of the world makes to the chriſtian faith, - * - 

or three months after this -converſation, lady Fuiitiam never 
Falcons good humour She tried all ways to pleaſe him 
4 (except what concerned her religion) but found it all in vain: 

10 every thing ſhe did was wrong taken, 5 nothing would ſatisfy, 


i! but ing into the world again. une vn aLog LUI Wor! 
Ji! + Now obferve Ambitionia — lig he. He grows owil to lady 
11 Fexliciania, and carries her with him to is: country-ſeat ;- puts on ah 
artful gvod humour, and tries to divert: her. in things ſhe approves: 
11 he permits her cloathi ſeveral of his poor tenants, and employing 
I them in Wee way: he does not forbide her giving good 
_ lets a of the: 1 read ſhort 


HI % 


L 


. to ber religion: and, by every art, ad gge Margit 
Aſter two — — deluſive ſcheme, he introduces dean 
Lucre; a man wh whoſe: religion is all. canfintd to this warld ner af 
great ingenuity and heathen learning; polite, good-humoued; in 
ſhort, a genteel; moral clergyman. (ho is an abſalute 
unbeliever) hopes, by introducing a man of: this character, to in- 
fluence the mind of lady Feliciania to approve of his religion, and 

it her own ech. He foon finds an opportunity g leave 
2 dean alone with lady: Frliciama, whin,: obſerving - Amb itami had 


-guittediche room; immediately begins. diſcontle upon religion: 


Tears 
Lady Feliciania. Give mes leave, mr. dean, to ak. your opinion 
of the third chapter of St. Jahn s goſpel ?? 1 ara 
-i Pia Lucre. 8. deve golpel, madam! what is your opinion 
3 7 ann oWw69:4 1:50) i nofgilet dc en 
Lady idle l Wini, this chapter iteaches/ ue, a man may 
8 ha; learned in the ſeriptures, believe in the Miracles of gur Saviour 
and yet have no ſaving faith; as we find — 
ho could not underſtand how a man ſhoulti be horn a ſecond time. 
Dean Lucre. Bom a ſecond. time! What do yaw apprehend 
(om, that, madam? Vi8991 it 2803 ob (2574 aii gan 
Lady Feliciania. I app bend. that; as: we: are, by nature, born 
- the. children lf Adam, ſu, by chile regeneration, WE. a again 
born of the nature of Chrift, and made the children of G 
Dean Lucre. Regeneration, madam, we hold to he teceived in 
- bap imo ive wo Ui (ow been SW - coal eee 
w 2 That [L-can't allow; :bgeauſe I: ſee theſ ſame 
"os nature prevail in thoſe who have been yas Lee 
in. Turks: and heathens: neither are ſenſihle of their own 
cortupt nature, till they — Which ſtate diſcvers to 
them their ſinful nature. ORIG 12 8 12 t 115d 17 8 Inti 
Dean Lucre. ' Theſe. things believe, adapts. are, a, god deal, 
AN to; ache eee a! ing 6 bertpractiſeds. mos net to be 
of. LOY 1 1003368 z ehem oa bus 11103 11840 | 
Lad Fans — he chriſtian faith, mr. — is like eisig bt | 
on a hill; it canner: beJhi;-rit willhew: itſelf both neue, words 
"and; actions. 1 think ita ſuse mark that Aaith: is not tre; ne 


. ae unwillig 0 K of. 0 dul / £ 17¹ 01 met 259270908 Bas 
22 vt uy F 


find in the ſorip — in lays thy 
r can 


[ 14 } 


Dean Lure. cg ooo is very neceſſary; bur wadldly 

duties muſt not be nocent amuſementa, by way of 

— ee wachen with the word, Ny th eee 
chriſtian. Eri 


Lady Rürim Uodoubtedl y We — to n 4 


a8 e and try all 6e e peruae them to bees borer 
in ; ra 963:52nuft 
Dean Lure. But all will not bear ſuch ſerious. ſubjects, and the 
mind requires a little relaxation and innocent amuſements.. i / >; 


#435 4 


Lady Frliciania. Pray, mr. dean; what do you call innocent 
amuſements ? 
yl a.good- play, 


Dean Lacre. What objection has your: 


there is inflrudtion in i? $171 2146 0 Huch 201 10 


Lady Nliciania. A chriſtian, in my Aue, never wants amuſe- 
ments; their religion is their "leaking and their inſtruftion*'they 


y hear ſeveral things contrary to 
* their — or money, 
ent of 4 heathen diverſſon, and nurſery of 4 pro- 
, Who might become good chriſtians, were they 
they remain fo, are incapable of 
they receive the chriſtian faith,” * 
7 leave the tage. 

Dean Lucre. Then, madam, are you demea: to the 
another 7 4 on 12. 10 C. 
Lady Feliciama. — rum henken.!. A gr 
Dean Lucre. Well, madam, we will put plays out of tlie 

but you cane © to an innocent game at cards, to 
amuſe your fck friend. l or och ni ii anuien 1 20% 
Lady Felicienia. Ga has uch fatal conſei 


5 denced) chat 1 
e Coppart „ n ths deat: 3 
amuſement, but rather a 


cation of 4 covetous- humour; for 
no will amuſe; unleſs you play for money. WAL 01.sCl. 


ein Luce, What docs your ladyſhip/ think 6 a ball, wich 
Nr wag company, and the mothers kining by? you can have" to 


" bjoRion do ſuch an amuſement CLAD 94321 


Lady Filiciania. The moſt favourable 3 


the deen eq teligion; n 
to the i 


fligate 
not actors on che ſtage; but, While 
living chriſtian lives; ſo that, if 


ſet of 


* £ 
— 


Sofia ball, is, chat it fills the minds of young pbople with vanity, 
and incourages them to ſet a value upon a fo ujitick gnotions; and, 


what 


£1449 * 
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[1 15 ] 
what- is worſe, Ihre neuer ſren à ball without 4 
quarrel: and, to ſhew * * an innbcent amuſemaut, thett 21S: 
no lover can bear to ſee this? dance with an lothen mina 
Dean Lure. 1 will name . eee = 
tb, and that is 4 private -odncent, | at the houſef oft a 
ate, faſhion; of unblemiſlied chara dtr. rr i e 


"wb Feliciunia. If the muficlc is only :\diretted' — 


rayer to God, I think it agretable1007the chriſtiami mind 

if praiſe is given tc a heathewJiupater, o arbeautiful 
Tolle ; if I aſk my happineſs of an Artaxerxes, or my life of 
3 I think rt no better than worthipping-of ideils . G20. 

Dean Lucre.: Oh! — they- dent mean any ting im hoſe f 
ſongs, tis only to amuſ GG. oe nave carol 
Lady Feliciania. Sure no perſon of ſenſe can be amuſed with 
words, or even ſounds, without a m b VII rr 
Dean Lucre. What, if half a dozen people of wit and-hamout: 
ſhould meet at my houſe, to kill two bry/ithikechours with innocent 


converſation, without r- of religion, could yon mne 
make one nc:this pay?) «© d bhαια on , of avandia. 


{ C4 


Lady Feliciania: A chriſtian has ihis rule for converſations Let 
i be w the uſe of Ss — —„ b he 
| hearers. | But how will make your | converſation; g or 


innocent, if vou Dr religious» ſubjects / Who can make A 
ftory © entertaining, if th 


ſtrictly obſerve: truth? Where is the 
witty repartee without malice ? Who can of themſelves wich- 
out vanity, or paſs an evening in this polite» eunerſationz without 
injuring ſomebody's character I time too n to be 
waſted in this! manner, and muſt beg tb be:exenſed. 
Dean Lucre,: Madam, the world won't bean theſe ities; 
and- you don't! confader how you injure Ambitiania's aradtr in the 
world, not co — 1 44.1961 30a yam whe: 


Lady elitiania.” 3 is fo contrary to the 
role I follow, which is — — ac acht gigi: 


Dean Lucre. Madam, 'he keene are were den 
tral ſenſe. | 


Lady Feliciania. 15 a the 
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the world will not bear a man ſhoul 


116 J 


the land i ꝭd you tell a robber the'-laws are not to be leni 


the literal ſenſe, and therefore he may ſafely pick a 
Dean Lucre. But; madam, if you put an end to all 


5 157TET 


publickodi- 


_ verſions; numbers will be ruin d, and their families ſtarv d. 


Lady Feliciania. IT apprehend our laws are ſuch, no- body need 


ſtarve, if they will ſubmit to a mean way of life; and I think their 
eternal ãntereſt of ſo much more conſequence than any thing can bap- 
pen to them in this world, that it n n 
thens, tllan eee upon publick theatres. | i Nik 
10 921 Yi 79. 7 Ng ade 
Dean Lucre b emper Wo rufflsd brich this asu 
that he retires without another reply; he walks into the garden, where 
he meets Ambitionia, who accoſts him 1 in the- following manner. Zac 


117157 batg „ B05 534 (55 | My 05 fe 


brats. My dear friend, what is your ſucceſs? EY TY | 
tient to hear. Y 10 Þ 8 1 


Oy” Gor word 


Dean Lucre. I fear Lady Feliceniiis fo fd ih her opinions _ 


* Ry 


| ie will be impoflible to bring her back into the world a 


Ambjtionia. Is it not extraordinary a woman of er ſenſe, can. 


take theſes whims? there never was a woman more . to he 


world, or agreeable to a huſband, than Feliciania e her perſon; beau- 
tiful ; her turn of converſation * egant and ſprightly;; her bc ment 
ſound ; and her behaviour prudent in all reſpects, but this o 


re 
L could truſt her in every thing: whatever affair, either of pleaſure 


or buſineſs; I have d her to conduct, has more than anſwered 


my — But this curſed mee ruins all nn 1 cant 
bear it! | 


14 D 1 


Dean e My lord, 1 bope, rafter b little time, you will oiake 
this matter eaſ wy z conſider how feẽC happy marriages there 
ate in the world: pos .can keep rr 
rater may not ſuffer by it it, -that is ' ale chief 

 ..Ambitionia. | For my-own part, I could like her very well with the 
n ſhe has, was it not for the opinion of pug 3. but I know 


ſuffer any true — in his 
5 — tho ſome few approve the ſhow of oe Sutz lens 


Dean Lacre. Now let me tell you my opinion of a celighve wich 


no affence in the warld: a lady of faſhion may go to church every 
morning, take the ſacrament three times a year, may go to 


prayers 


C8279) 


prayers, all the paſſian · week (i ſhe is in town) if ſhe never { 


of religion in company, nor ſeruples play Sunday evenings, fore 
Ns aeg, maids, talking. r religion to her children; ſuch a religion 
paſſes without cenſure. in the World: but more they will not bs 
nor more I never 18 7 * 
Ambitionia, My dear dean, tell me * is it wa mean. 
having a religion; which makes every body their enemy; you w 
be ſurpriz'd to hear what I hays ſuffer d, upon the account of lady 
 Feliciania's religion; for a whole month after ſhe left gaing to 
lick places, I never 7 850 an aſſembly, but her friends game crowdy 
ing about. 155 to alk what was — A of lady F Felicianids be- 
coming religious, and going to churc three times in a day, and 
ſitting up Al oighe ht at her prayers; and again, my own friends won- 
der d I would. 1 0 igion in my wife, and not ſhew myſelf 
maſter: and ſome caſt the reflection upon nie; in ſhort, I found ] 
character ſuffer ſo much, it urged me to behaye in ſuch een. 
ner, and ſay things to her, I never thought of NG 25 
Dean Lucre. N this religion, w ences e 
world, is only the 0 2 en en reviv 2 which noe oy 
right in thoſe times, but our modern clergy have Fra religion 
upon another footing : what we preach nom, r 7.5 
reek and Roman maxims; as much as we 2 — 


chriſtian faith; at Chriſtmas and Eaſter, indeed, we are. to 
tion it: at all other Himes wei en higher 1 5 


art of preaching, in ſhort, it to ſend mg AG be po 
pon : 
honeſt 


ſatisfied with own conduct, and pleas d v 
e My dear friend, I am charm d with 

confeſſion; . HR: 7 

tive chrifich as you call them) — 4 Roman philoſopher : 


Dean Lucre, A philoſopher is a man who concl from con- 
ae, the wonderful frame of the heavens, and. the beautiful 
pr 


of the earth, there muſt be an almighty ſuperior 


who created man; and (they think) indued him — 7 teaſon f. fab. 
ficient to govern his ions, and direct him to tread in the pa 
of virtue; but then, obſerving that virtue Was a bar to 


taining the nches and honours of this world, — the - 


#4 


has the advantage, reaſon tells them, there muſt be a future . 
wherein virtue ſhall be rewarded, and vice puniſhed. 


C Ambi- 


[ 18 ] 
Anbitimia. I muſt differ wich you r philoſopher, in regard. to the 
wer reaſon has in g governing the ons; for, I find, if I have 


ſtrong deſire for any thing, ever > unreaſonable, my reaſon aſſiſts 
me to obtain it, and will Ao find excuſes to ſatisfy the world and 
my own mind, it is right for me to purſue my pleaſutes : tho my 
reaſon ſees my end v ue in others, yet it can always 
make an excuſe for myſelf; I is 5 my reaſon partial to my vices, 
therefore I think reaſon. will never cabhue my paſſions; if eyer I be- 
come a lover of virtue, and deſpiſe riches and honopts, J believe 
I muſt be born again, as my lady Feliciania fays l 1 think I have 
ſilenced your philoſopher; now let me encounter Jour n 
chriſtian : What has he to ſay? 
Dean Lucre. © The primitive chriſtians, my kr; were a poor | 
deſpiſed people, with a particular ſet of notions ; they never attained 
honours or wealth, till they gave into the Roman politicks ; after- 
wards the church became conſiderable, and kings and great men 
took the name of chriſtians. == 
Ambitionta, Tell me what was their partichlar ſet of notions? 
Dean Lucre. The primitive chriſtians, we are told, forſook all 
their purſuits in this world, to follow the doctrines of Chriſt, whom 
they believed to be God, and thought he would give them power to 
conquer fin ; and that, if they pray d to him, he would change all 
their worldly tempers into heavenly, and make them deſpiſe themſelves 
for ever having placed their happineſs in this world: they looked 
8 pon death as a releaſe from 2 — ry, and the entrance into eternal 
meſs ; they firmly believed all their fins were pardoned, be- 
jag Chin ©, died for them, and all believers ; "they pretended to ex- 
ience heavenly joys in this life; they thought the merits'of Chriſt's 
oly life were imputed to them; they loved their enemies, and ſuch 
as uſed them ſpightfully, they would pray might be forgiven ; they 
did not pretend they could do any good in their own ſtrength, but 
every thing thro prayer to Chriſt ; in which exerciſe, and ſinging 


pfalms, and "hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, they ſpent the greateſt part 
- their time ; they took the ſcriptures in the literal ſenſe ; and, as, 

park the y made (Hani their rule 2 life, were a particular fort of 
Papi the world always avoided, 


. Am 72 


_ 
* * - 
v ; 19 . 92 
4 hy o 1 
2 bh 


Anbitionia. Mr. dean, I am of your opinion, that lady Feliciania's 
religion is the ſame of theſe. primitiye chriſtians; it has inly 
changed her temper, and made her deſpiſe the world; if I could 


perſuade myſelf to part with my beloved ſins, I would embrace this 
religion, but at preſent the world prevails with e 
Dean Lucre, I don't: find igion takes the love of the world 
out of my heart; I can enjoy the world as much as any heathen. 
Ambitionia. Why, my dear dean, you are a heathen; you dont 
believe any change of heart, and being born a ſecond time; you have 
toO much ſenſe. | 3 + bra Ty „Her Fenn 
Dean Lucre. I believe, my lord, your Star and my Scarf cover 
much the ſame heart, and the ſame faith: but come, let us lay 
aſide this ſubject, I don't love to talk of religion: can I be of any 
ſervice to you in ſettling this affair with lady Felicianias 
Ambitionia. Give me your opinion what I had. beſt. do? 
Dean Lucre. As lady Feliciania's principles are ſo particular, and 
may do great hurt in the world, by bringing a reproach upon the 
clergy, as well as hindering 1 in the world; I think the 
beſt way is to hide her at her own eſtate in Cornwall, where ſhe 
may live concealed, with proper management; want of health may 
be the pretence ; I can prevail with doctor Pliable to find out a new. 
water near the place, which he may ſend her to, and that always 
paſſes upon the world. . - -  -- ++... - M ACE ob Yon. 
 Ambitionia, My dear dean, you, ſhall be a biſhop for this 
thought. how @ - nee 
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It was ſoon. after determined lady Feliciania ſhould take her 
Journey to Cornwall; in which ſhe acquieſced with a great deal 
of pleaſure, and with ſome hopes her dear. Ambitionia would in 
time grow weary. of the world, and, chuſe to retiwe with her, 
on” oh up the remainder of his time in purſuit, of, eternal hap- 
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De Hiftory of Realletta, Daughter to Lady Prudentia. 
APD Prudentia, in her youth, had been much admired, by 


ſome, for a great beauty, and was one of thoſe girls intirely 
ded by faſhion : ſhe had many lovers, but not none really ſo, 


except Confiancio; who followed her ſeveral winters, and, in that 
N K age of thirty, ſhe was prevailed upon to become his wife. 
A few years after their marriage, they found it convenient to retire 
to their ſeat in the north, where ſhe lived a mortified life ten years, 
at the end of which Confancro died. After a decent time given to · 


85 tef, ſhe brings the beautiful Rea/kefrra up ro London, where ſhe 


ermines to ſpend the remainder of her days in pleaſure ; and, if 
poſſible, to marry Realletta to a young man of quality. Realletta 
as in her eighteenth year ; ſhe had a very beautiful perſon, good 
fe, a remarkable ſweet temper, and free from all difguiſe. 
Among many old friends who came to viſit lady Prudentia, lady 
Fidelia was the moſt remarkable, chooſing to come to her, when ſhe 
was alone. One morning, when the young Neallerta was fitting by 


ber mother, lady Fidelia came in with a ſmile upon her face, of 


which lady Prudentia afked the reafon. 55 
Lady Fidelia. My dear old friend, that glafs was the occaſion of 


thy ſmile ;-T was firack with the difference of my own figure, fince 


you ſaw me laſt, and imagined your ſurprize at the alterafion you 
r ee. 
Lady Prutlentia. The ſmoke of Londen, and late hours, ruin 


the complexion; you don't fee my complexion much worſe than 


777% ²˙ 0 
Lady Fidelia. 1 hope, that neither of us how think of com- 
plexions, or charming, any longer. Oh! tis à great: pleaſure to 


get beyond the vanities of this life, and to have our minds fixed 


upon that happineſs which is to laſt for ever. I find greater joy 

in religion than ever I found in the world. 1 
Lady Prudentia. I don't apprehend, madam, that religion 
hinders us from enjoying any of the innocent pleaſures of the 
World; and; I think, while we have health, we are never too old 
for amuſements ; this world is given us to enjoy. Lady 
* | | ady 


(ar ] ö 

Lady Fidelia. 1 look upon this life rather as a trial, than 2 
pleaſure ; upon myſelf as a condemned criminal, till I have received 
my pardon through faith in Chriſt; and afterwards, as a rebel, 
accepted with my prince, according as he finds me faithful to him. 
. Lady Prudentia. Pray, madam, have you changed your religion, 
fince I faw you? You were not uſed to talk at this rate; I am fure 

was fonder of the world than ever I was?: Th! 

Lady Fidelia. I certainly was very fond of the world, till I 
perceived that was the enemy which hindered my obtaining the 
chriſtian faith, When I began to conſider I had but a ſhort time 
to live in this world, I thought it proper to ſearch after that hap- 
pineſs which is eternal: the death I once ſo much dreaded, no- 
repreſents to my thoughts a glorious ſcene of pleaſure beyond its 
gates; to thoſe unſeen delights I now direct all my views in life. 
Lady Prudentia. Madam, you are your own miſtreſs ;. you may 
do as you pleaſe ; but T have duties in life which I muſt not neglect: 
' T have a daughter I muſt ſee well married; for which reaſon Þ 
muſt ' keep up a friendſhip with -the world, and- my religion muſt 
be what the world approves. - | 0 0 
Lady Fidelia. Did we weigh the value of time, and ef whit 
conſequence every day may be to our eternal happineſs, ſure we 
could never lead a young creature we love into that ſcene of vanity; 
of which the beſt we can ſay is, that it is deſigned to kill the hours 
which are ſo ecious. | | | | 1 L040 
Lady Prudentia. Pray, madam, what are all theſe goods things, 
that God gives his creatures, defigned for, if we are not to ernoy 
them? Are we to ſhut up our eyes and our ears, and live like 
martyrs that are to be put to death the next day? Thank God! 
this is no# the age of a ſuffering religion: we are now allowed to 
enjoy this world and be chearful, and we ought to make religion 
agreeable to young people; ſuch a religion as you talk of would 
| frighten them, and make chem have no religion at lll. 
Lady Fidelia. Theſe goods things of the world, which God 


gives us, are, to the corrupt nature, ſnares and temptations; and 


* 


what was deſigned for 'bleflings, to man iunecent, are become a 
eurſe to the fallen nature: therefore, When bur Redeemer came 
upon earth, he would have none of theſe things the World values; 
he wol upon him no worldly grandeur; he was cdled the- oar- 


penter's | 


| ( 22] 
penter's: ſon, and had not where to lay his head: and his followers 
muſt be meek and lowly in ſpirit; and, in their affections, forſake 
all their worldly treaſures, and look upon this world as droſs and 
dung, that they may win Chriſt. 126 re kli, 002 
Lady Prudentia. How could the world go on, if every body was 
to think as you do? | 4 1 
Lady Fidelia. I think we ſhould be a far happier people, were 
we all believers in Chriſt, and. lived chriſtian lives. 7 Wy 
Lady Prudentia. But pray, "madam, if no body is to be ſaved, 
except they live in your ſtrict way, what is to become of all the 
reſt of mankind ? 43-7 Tos. 
Lady Fidelia. I ſay, no body is happy, but in the degree their 
nature 1s 0 4"? while we keep our fins, we keep our miſeries, 
and cheriſh a hell in our own breaſts; and ſhould be no more happy 
in heaven, might we be admitted there, than we feel ourſelves 
now in a life of deyotion, which you ſeem to think ſo impracti- 
cable in this world. . | e 
Lady Prudentia. I doubt your chriſtian ſcheme would ſtarve 
may families: you don't conſider how many trades are ſupported 

vanity. 4:30 | | * r 

Lady Fidelia. J believe, if we conſider this affair, we ſhall find 
all thoſe trades, which depend upon faſhion, have ruined more than 
they have ſupported: and, was trade confined to uſeful things 
only, it would be more advantageous to the nation in general. 
Lady Prudentia. I beg, madam; you and I. may not pretend 
to ſettle the nation; we will leave that to the parliament; and ſo, 
madam, your ſervant, for I ſee it is time to call lady Faddle to 
the ſale. I ſuppoſe, now, you think me a worldly creature, to 
peed two hours in . chooſing a bit of china that is not uſeful. 
Yell;. your: ſervant.: t . 
' Realetta, I would have you dreſs to-day after the: faſhion of 
lady Betty All-atrs. Be ſure: you are ready for the company I 
have aſked-to dinner. 1 85097 | [Lady Prudentia goes out. 


Kealletta. I am ſorry to find mamma thinks ſhe muſt neglect her 
duty to God, upon my account; I deſire nothing ſo much as to be 
a good chriſtian, and hope ſhe will never force me to marry, for 
I would rather live retired, and give up my time to religion, 1 
C Soren 4s! | 


* 
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| Tag] _ 
hall be thankful to lady Fidelia, if ſhe will inform me of the 
chriſtian faith, for I am very ignorant. eee Hoborn no zug fit 
Lady Fidelia. A ſincere deſire to believe what God commands 
us to believe will ſoon bring us to the truth. Faith is the giſt of 
God, R and will be obtained by prayer. N »r11c99 L | BY, N via! 
Realletta. 1 perceive, then, prayer is the deſire of the heart; 
and that God will give me power to obey all his commands, if 1 
all it of him. Pray tell me, what is that love of the world I am 
commanded in ſcripture not to have? | 4019190 B97 23 490, BA "7:2 
Lady Fidelia. There are two ſorts of people; believers in Chtiſt, 
who are ſaid not to be of this world, becauſe they place their 
happineſs in their Saviour, and that ſpiritual kingdom he gives 
them; unbelievers are ſuch people ho place their happineſs” in 
this world, and have no joy in religion. Theſe laſt are the people 
who invent many ways to employ the mind, and divert it from 
ſerious thoughts; they laugh at thoſe who pretend to love God, 
ſay they delight to apprehend the joy of his preſence continually in 
their minds, and are fearful of every thing which will rob them of 
their ſpiritual comfort; they ſay no- body can be always thinking 
of God, it would drive them mad; and,” by way of making them 
forget God, they invent ſuch ſorts of amuſements, where it would 
be abſurd to ſpeak of God. Theſe people appear to the believer 
really mad; they dreſs themſelves /in-. ſtrange, - ridiculous. dreſſes; 
are always affecting mirth, in the midſt of a fad, miſerable life; 
and moſt reſemble a ſet of fools dancing over their graves. ' From 
all that theſe people have invented is the world you have to avoid. 
If you take the ſcriptures for. your rule of life, they will be a cer- 
tain guide to you in all event.. 999 
Realletta. I deſire no worldly amuſements, they are diſagreeable 
to me; tell me, how far T may ſubmit to them, in order to 
pleaſe mamma. 18110 1 0 24m Hoy ob ; 1 #348 W\#5 + 
Lady Fidelia. The chriſtian faith: makes ſuch a change in the 
heart, that it will be impoſſible: for you: to pleaſe a worldly- mother? 
"Tis as neceſſary to have the ſpirit of the world to make us agree- 
able in it, as it is neceſſary to have the ſpirit of devotion td make 
our prayers accepted with God: and, therefore, all you have to 
do, in regard to your mother's commands, is to ſhewrherf the 
cChriſtian temper, and keeping ſtedfaſt to the rule of the * EY 
nw 


. 
- 
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[24 1) 

Realletta. This trial I met with to-day ; St. Paul tells me 1 
muſt put on modeſt apparel ; my mother commands me to dreſs 
2 lady Betty Aairs: 1 em t think her dreſs mode: what ſhall 
Lady Fidelia. 1 think you | muſt your cap upon your head, 
your handkerchief upon your neck, 2 gown upon your ſhouklers, 
ind wear a hoop no wider than the door. 

Nrallirta. I am ſure mamma won't bear me in her fi ght in 
ſuch a dreſs as gon deſcribe; but I'll obſerve St. Paul's —_ 
and 'drefs modeſt, cho 1 ſuffer for it; if mamma bids me 8⁰ to a 
ridotto, tell me, what I mult ſay to excuſe myſelf? 

Lady Fidelia. Tell her St. Paul mentions revellings i in the ca- 
talogue of thoſe ſing which exclude us from entering the kingdom 
of heaven ; and ſhe muſt own, ridotto's, maſquerades, drums, 

Renalagh, Vaux-hall, &c. come under the article of revellingss. 
Nealletra, What muſt I fay, when ſhe bids me go to ſpend the 
evening with young ladies in worldly chat ? which conſiſts of 
bragging, ridicule, linging French ſongs, telling love-tales, and 
talking of dreſs, 

Hdelia. I thin you may tell her, this converſation i is chat | 
foolith talking and jeſting forbid in ſcripture. 

Reallete. Mamma has often bid me read the Wipes nd 
what I find there, Were che will permit me to obſerve. 


Andy Fidelia takes biene. Realleta, dreſs 'd in modeſt apparel, 


Gs, a to attend her mother's —_— who leave her at ſeven : 
ſoen as ſhe found) herſelf alone with Rea/letta, in an angry tone of 


voice, ſhe, begins to chide her for her oſs and behariour. 


7 


LA Prada. Child ! what] is it you mean by contradicting 
my orders; do you think yourſelf dreſs'd in the faſhion ? why I 
ſhould take you for a Quaker; what a ſanctified look you put on; 
you have behaved in ſuch a manner to the company, I have been 
dying with ſhame for you; when any body ſpeaks to you, you 
ſeem like a perſon-waked out of a dream? I was afraid, ſometimes, 
the company would think you were | ſaying your prayers : 
muſt the. een ee il behave in this manner ? 


I ſap- 


[L528 J 


I ſuppoſe you have been talking with my lady, Fidelia, and intend 
to low, er faſhions, © Nalin OR Smt arg 
Realletta. I am very ſorry; madam, my behaviour diſpleaſes you; 
ſhould I not dreſs in modeſt apparel, avoid foolith talking and jeſt- 
ing, and follow the rule of the ſcriptures? 799% OL e 
Lady Prudentia. You impudent hufly ! do you pretend to take 
the ſcripture for your rule of life? tis what no body of faſhion-does 
now : if you pretend to have a grain of religion more than myſelf, 
Iwill turn you out of my houſe ; don't let me ſee any more of 
theſe puritan airs; and, pray, when I take you to church a Sunday, 
look about you, and mind who courtſeys to you, look gay, and 
ſmile at your acquaintance, and ſeem as if you did not think of 
religion. et end meg 
Realletta, I thought the reaſon of our going to church was to 
unite all our earneſt deſires in prayer, for the grace of God to pu- 
rify our corrupt hearts, and to praiſe him for all the bleſſings we re- 
ceive ; I ſhould hope every perſon does receive ſome” ſpiritual ads 
vantage in coming to church; if I pray for my acquaintanice, ſure 


* 


% 


that is kinder than returning their fooliſh ceremonies.* * | 

Lady Prudentia. Get you out of my ſight this inſtant; let me 
ſee no more of you, till you think of religion as I would have yu 
6 KRealletta leaves the room in tears. 


855 | / IL OR 
Mrs. Patchup. Madam, What is the matter with miſs*Realleta, 
I met her nüt? * POW G7 8 MM 
Lady Prudentia. Why, madam, this is à ſad caſe; I had flattered* | 
myſelf with hopes of marrying the girl great; and ſhe has taken to 
religion, which, you know, will ruin her, in the opinion of the 
world. $190 $98; 425%. 1963-4 1908 JON 4&3 ak nenn 
Mrs. Patchup.” I am ſure, now-a-days, there is nothing à man 
dreads ſo much as a religious wife; you muſt” rout her out of this 
fancy; can't you perſuade her to go to publick places? © 
Lady Prudentia. She ſeems ſo fixed in her opinions, and ſo calm, 
— the conſequence ! I fear I ſhall never get any body to hive 
cr. | «2164 
Mrs. Patcbup. Why, there's lord Dupe has avaſt eſtate; his fa- 


ay at cards 
with 


ther wants to marry him to a ſober woman, that will pl 
5 23 $1.41 58 40% ee e e eee ee 
= 


* 
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with him and my lady; tis true, he is a diſtempered young man, 
has a weak underſtanding, is a little turned in his head; but. ſhe'll 
be a lady | I know his family want exceſſively to mar him at this 
time, for fear he ſhould marry his miſtreſs: if you 1 Þ this match, 
I will propoſe it; let us hear what Realletta will ay to it, for it will 
be ridiculous to propoſe i it, and have her refuſe afterwards, 

_— Prudentia. She conſent ! ſhe ſhall conſent. 


[She * for Realletta, 


Enter Realletta. | 

Prudentia. Realletta, how do. you do, child? is your head 

m—__ good friend mrs, Patchup defires to ſee you; you are 
— ob iged to her, I'll aſſure you; ſhe has * a bd ge” x — 
for you, beyond what I expected; a man of 
thouſand ds a year; a fine houſe in town, — in - 
1 * * I am Long, aca child, you will 

ly w in accepting tageous offer, 
Realltta, Þ he a chriſtian ? l 

Lady Prudentia, A chriſtian | what have you to do with a chri- 
ary get you out of my fight, 


[Realletta goes our of the room, 


Mrs. Patchup. Madam, I think you are a little too ſharp with 
miſs; ſuppoſe you tried a mild behaviour; ſome tempers will be per- 
ſuaded to do as we would have them, that will not be drove to it; 
let us try if we can draw. her into the world; let us ſteal away her 
2 books; put Tom Jones, Perigrine Pickle, and ſuch diverting 

in her way: if you ſend for doctor Pliable, I will give him a 
hint to ſay the is not — 7 and to order her phyſick of a Sunday, to 
her from church: you muſt ſurprize her into amuſements ; ſhe 
like che world well enough, when ſhe is in it: if you will give 
hes rl to nl of te —— but, I think, the girl 

ou ou e: 4 gir 
cc oiled by religion, and vl never make en the 
world | 


I.. Patchup [goes to Realletta, 

| Mrs, Parchup. Come, miſs,. dry up your tears, your mamma has 
forgiven you, upon condition you will behave for the future TI 
— 


| [ 27 ] 
good daughter : your mamma, child, knows the world better than 
you do; — that a woman is no- body, if ſhe has not acquaintance, 
and is not known at all great aerblies you had better comply 
with your mamma in all theſe things; you are always ſafe, when 
ſhe is with you; tis upon your account the goes to publick places. 
Realletta; I am very ſorry mamma ſhould 2 me to do any thing 
the ſcripture forbids ; ſure theſe publick places are not pleaſing to 
G61? for, if I dreſs myſelf like's chriſtian, ſhe tells me I (hall maks 
2 ridiculous figure, and ſhe is aſhamed to take me with her.. 
Mrs. Patchup. I hope, miſs, you would be dreſſed like other 
people? no-body dreſſes better than your mamma, who, With het 
agreeable manner and compliances with the world, charms at fifty-five; 


Realletta, I don't pretend to find fault with mamma ; ſhe muſt * 


do as the ; but, for my Fark I defire to ſhew the chriſtian 


ia all my behaviour; if I can p Ar eaſy; a e thy 
opinion of the * 


3 Argo mik, have you en the fifth command 
mother, that your hy L. in the lang. ; 
Rm . — I ſhall always arte we 


obey her commands in every thing n 
tures; ai „e mother lead me into fin ; 
for my Saviour ſays, whoſoever loveth r mother man alan 
me, nar of ne. 2 
Mrs. P Sure that can nee be veligina which cacounge 
children to ents ; ſure, - child, you miſtake the 
2 ve dar i an dal 286 owe as lee 
kaum and mothers. | 
Raalletta. I would adviſe you, mrs, Patchup, to begin the, new 


teſtament, and read it quite through; vou will find a great many 
more Chriſtian duties there, perhaps, than you imagine. 


17 


| Mrs. Patchup, Indeed, mils, 1 am not come to Jearn.religian.of 
you ; I ſhall keep to the religion I was born in; 1. will never be a 
ſcribe and a . indeed, not I and ſo your ſervant, mi. 


Mrs. Patchup ae, to la Prodectia, where ſoy finds ld Fidells.. | 
Lady Prudentia. ; Patchup, you are returned, for lady 
— amt allep A mr CO 
2 eb Tt . 0 17 
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Mrs. Patebup. I think, madam, ; we are all bh Chriſtians who 
live in a chriſtian cou | 

Lady Prudentia. No, no, bea, there deu. are ank hf | 
Few are born in a'chriſtian country but, 1 ſay, we are misde 
chriſtians, when we have a chriſtian Laar given us. | ooh 

Mrs. Patchup. How can a name” malte me a Anm 7: n 

Lady Prudentia. Vou talk ſimply; you don't know What a 
critic is: now let me tell you what a chriſtian is, a chriſtian is a 
perſon who has been baptiſed, confirmed, and received-the ſacrametits 

Mrs. Patchup. Ac Fan, then, may rob Jon. the highway; 
for the man who -obbed the laſt mail was baptiſed, ecm, ng 
had received the ſacrament, to my certain knowledge)" 

Lady Prudentia. Pray, mrs. Patchup,” don't Judge your = 
bours : how ean you pretend to ſay, the man that robbed: the mail 
was no chriſtian; I am apt to think, if you had aſted n . he 
had been a chriſtian, he would have told you he was. 

Mrs. Parebup. Sure, ' Turks' and Jeus would male as 
chriflians as theſe : the ROO: deliver me from cy iti as rob 
upon the hi ighway. 5 VIE 1 rina 

Lady —— Lady Hula, gire us youps: opinion of 4 
— there is no bearing Parcbup s nonſenſe abdut i.. 

Lady Fidelia.”” I think a name, as mrs. Patchup- obſerves, can 
never make a chriſtian, any more than taking tie name of any 
noble family will / make me one of their family; © I can only, truly, 
call myſelf of that family of which I was born. The ehriftian name 
ſuppoſes me to be of the family of Chriſt, but does not really make 
me ſo; I muſt be born of 5 nature of Chriſt; before Lam, truly, 
one of his family. A regenerate chriſtian cannot rob upon the 
highway; for his tempers muſt be ſuch as are deſcribed” in the fifth 
chapter of -Galatians, verſe 22. Regenerate godfathers and 
mothers, indeed, promiſe for the child, till it knows how to chooſe 
the good and refuſe the evil; (becauſe: they believe, if the child 
dies, before it has power to reſiſt the operation of divine grace, 
that the grace of God will change the nature of the child, 
and make it fit for the kingdom of heaven: ) and they further 
promiſe to teach the child (if it lives to age of apprehenſion) 
the chriſtian faith, the power of which they experience in them- 
. They know, by divine grace, they now believe all 5 

articles 


- M6 ol 

Ro N had ab 
articles of the apoſt]es, creed; and, .by the ſame divine Spirit, have 
been enabled to PE the world, the fleſh, * 8 and 
they can promiſe to teach the child, how it may attain all that 

ſpiritual oyictory they have attained thinſebves,, for the grace of C 

is promiſed to all who | aſk for it: but if che child wilb not liſtell 
— and will continue in his natural fate, theyn date not bring 

it to the biſhop to be confirmed in à fuithi it has: not. But I Wondi 
adviſe you both to read over the publick baptiſm of infants, which 
will inform you what à ſolemn vowe the chriſtian i makes free: 
nouncing the world with all its vanities. Nr e 
Mrs. Patobup. Read over their vow! m-baptilinsh do vou mean 
the chriſtening ſervice? -whiy» that is-notant my prayer book.. you 
Lady Fidelia. Mrs. Parebup, :can vou a your cateobilin belle 
that in your prayer-book-?.. 2 4039 1919926 IH eee aft. iy 
Mrs. Parchuß. Madam: L could havee aid it, but. other 
fave put it out of my — S nοο ach ggniaevs 519 bane 
Lady Fidelia. Tis pity peo le confine all/i their: views to this 
ſhort un 1 Wa you will 1 points. Vourt 
— 1 11311 0111, 03-29. 1 b upig doidy „ER Fidelia. 
Wonne 10 22/4 d Is ,—_ bor .oilt-. : Holgi 10 Hefe 
- "Lady: ——— 2 Oh! 11 glad-hdBy"Fiddia is gone; Evel 
her vaſtly, 'but4-can't COIN en ire acht noqy 30370 10s 
Mrs. Patchup.- I am ſure, madam; ſhe makes-youodully;whends 
ever ſhe comes; I wiſk: you would give an order to yvur porte: 
lever to det her, or her religion, into your houſe more.? g 
- Lady'Prutiintia; 1 find I muſt take-your advice well, you map! . 
tell the [porter never to let her in I find myſelf all ert 
nerves, pray call for Ee x O to 121901 ach 10 anne 
hol 1 W ba ben 203 di enden, awe 
Religion became every day —— Prudentia, amd 
her averſiun became iniurmountable to. Rrallerta, who continuad 
firm in her reſolution; of following the rules of the -criptiires.: - they! 
tried all ways to draw her into the -wortdj; but, every defign'proving 
ineffectual, at laſt it was agreed, that fie ſhould be. We byrlches 
advice of doctor Pliablb, to drink the Waters lately found im Cm 


W. 17 with an old; ſuperannuated 
where ſhe was 


a 


grandmothers 
to abide till ſhe. woulth/ comply. with tie duſtomm 
of n world, and forfike her primitive religion- i-gotv; end * | 
b e 


i# 


| with the graver ſort. 


L 301 


The Bi ;Pary of Honoria and at. e 


ONORIA and his ſiſter Sopbia were left young 10 
E the care of guardians, their parents dyi ba yo month 
of each other: they had the beſt given them, in 
regard to every thing N to this world, — as to religion 
that was not ht of. Haunnia, at the age of eighteen, was ſent: 
to travel: lady Sophia, who was two years younger, lived with 
lady Plaſe-all, her aunt, who had 90 very beautiful daughters, 
that were continually making conqueſts amongſt the young men. 
Lady Sephis was fendible: the bad uo chtrms in her but. 
as * iſhed, ſhe found it agreeable to converſe 
- everal people of ſenſe ented os aunt's: 
drawing - room, as well as —*＋—* n flamcrin t 6 
pened, one evening, the many guy Fn p r | 
opitrions in the chriſtian religion. Lady Sopbia, who was _ þ 
furniſhed.-with; ſomething to ſay upon every other ä found 
herfelf deficient here, which piqu'd her to inform herſe 
ſubje& of religion : ſhe read ſeveral books of 3 
havihg an excellent und Ng ſoon perceived — —— 
ever wrote upon the chriſtian to the ſeriptures for 
tegunens, he, therefore, ſet. — to — 


ttention 2. 
x * — 


Tha obſervation ſhe 
_—_— 
rations ge < we of God, in alibg-fbe un a hi 
our 2 in the e of de 
Jeſus Chriſt. She found a particular ſatisfaction in — 
the ſcriptures, which ſhe had never felt in the ſtudy of any SC 
_ - She would often ſay, our Saviour proved himſelf to be 
God, by every word that ont. of his mouth, as well as 
by his great miracles and forgwing fins: ſhe found a witneſs in ber 
her own heart, proving his commands to be divine. One 
evening, aſter the funily returned ee Leden the nut the fran 
wo ſee the famons Contefto, who had wrote „enter her 
of. has. party: : The 
diſcourſe 


m_y on ihe. ſoon made herſelf 


A 
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diſcourſe turning upon the laſt book he had pn ſhe was 
deſired to give her ſentiments of it. | 
Lad Sophia. I hope the wiſe 8 will excuſe me; if I differ 
from him in one particular, fince approve all the reſt of his 
book. 1 think you place too much power in the fallen nature; 
doing right ſeems peculiar to the life of | 
Contefio. I think, madam, I can fu upport my opinion, if you 
2dmit of free-will in man : here is right and wrong ſet before BS. 
tis in my power to chooſe the good and refuſe the evil. 
Lady Sophia. In ſcripture I find, the evil I am to avoid is 
of myſelf; and all the good I aim to do, receives a tincture of er 
from the pride that accompanies m good actions: and how to be 
delivered from this evil of pride T know not, till 1 pray to God to 
N n out of my heart, and to give me a Juſt opinion of my fallen 


| Conte Madam, if man is incapable of doing right, you make 
9 the author of fin. — 
Sophia. No, not ſo; for, by his wiſe decree, all mut be 
ris laren of Adam and partakers of his fin: but God, in 
his mercy, reſtores us to righteouſneſs, when we are willing tq 
reſign our ſinful nature; and, — God is ſo far from being 
han,” of ſin, that tis he alone that can take fin out K. 

** 

Congo. But, nada, how can man be accountable for hid” 
ations, if he has no wer to do ood? © 

Lady Sophia. If Fain lame have no power to walk; but, 1 
a remedy 1s given me for 11 cure my lameneſs, I have power to 
it; and, therefore, ſhall be accountable for refuſing the remedy, 
and 7 the bad conſequences which may. enſue. from my, 2 


| Conteſts. But how are you ſure the remedy will cure bane Y 
nts d faith in che perſon! 
ady Sophia, That muſt d upon m in e 
Wo 0 157 1 do believe, fo fert 55 or God has given me 
a promiſe to enable me to love what 1s right, tho' by nature 1 1% 1 
6: t is wrong; for, if I did not, there would be no contradiction . 
in my will to the will of God. 
2 Cont eſto. 
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Conteſtio. I apprehend virtue is a habit: if a man uſes himſelf 
to do right, in time he will come to like it. 3 

Lady Sophia. I think, tho' cuſtom is a ſecond nature, it cannot 
be depended upon, for a ſtrong temptation often prevails over 
habit; and I never can, by habit, get the better of deſiring the 
good opinion of the world, for it is the vice of the fallen nature 
to ſet up themſelves in the opinion of thoſe they eſteem. 
Conti. How can you call love of eſteem a vice? I take it to 
be a laudable virtue, and the motive of many great a&tions. _ 


Lady Sophia. If I have juſt opinion of myſelf, I ſhall. not 


deſire eſteem to be given me for any good that is ſeen in me, 
being ſenſible the grace of God has wrought, all the good; and, 
therefore, my taking eſteem to myſelf is robbing God of the glory 
which belongs to him alone. But I ſpeak as a chriſtian, who is 
always humble in his own eyes. £4 1 
Contęſto. Can you give me an inſtance of any perſon who, by 
divine grace, has overcome all his fins ? I don't find your pretend- 
ers to inſpiration are better than other people, tho they have more 
r,, | 1 
Lady Sophia. Spiritual pride muſt proceed from want of inſpira- 
tion; vou will allow the fruits of the holy Spirit, mentioned in the 


18 Galatians, are holy tempers; ſpiritual pride is not in that catalogue; 
1 pre of any kind cannot proceed from inſpiration, but is always the 


uit of the corrupt tree; and whoſoever is only a pretender to inſpi- 
ation, remains in his natural ſtate ; but whoſoever is really inſpired, 
will ſhew the fruits of the holy Spirit, in his life and converſation. . 


- . Conteſto.. Pray, madam, are you inſpired, are you perfect? x: 
Lady Sophia, If you ſee any good in me, impute it to inſpira- 


tion; for I continually pray for the holy Spirit to change my corgupt 
hature ;' and; am ſure, I can do no good thing in my, own ſtrengyþ : 
as to perfection in our nature, it can only be ſeen in Chriſt, and we 
are no farther perfect, than as his righteouſneſs is imputed to us: we 
live here the if of faith, and are every day growing by divine 


ace into the likeneſs of our Saviour; the imperfection. you obſerve 


w rn may never be entirely deſtroy d, till they go out of 


, 7 
Wa # #3 w% 


in fincere chriſtians, proceeds from the remains of the old nature, 
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the was equally unfortunate with the reſt. of her aunt's viſiters, —_ 


5 quired the art of governing a family, when Honoria arrived 5 


every thing ſhe provides 


Fas J. 


Cunteſio. . Excuſe me, madam, arguing with you any eps 
when you come - to K+" gh there's an end of, argument: I can 
never talk with an ent 7 
Lady Sopbia. J believe your pretender to infoiration x may * 
called enthuſiaſts; for, I underſtand, a pretender to any thing is not 
poſſeſſed of the thing he pretends to have; but can you believe your 
{elf able to perform roy chriſtian virtue, without the inſpiration of the 
oly Spirit? 
holy © G Madam, 1 allow. the influences of the holy Spirit bat 


- 


1 de enthuſiaſts. 


Lady Sophia. 1 pity thats; ti {low be influenced by che 
holy Spire | Hoof ſpall be inſpired! to perform the chriſtian virtues, 


2 bn 1011 25 55 Conteſto tales his feats 


1 Sophia —_ never | * A nv conference: with Conteſto ; 1 


were eſteemed knowing in religion: other converſation was become | 

ſo diſagreeable to her,” that ſhe often retired. from the moſt admired. . 0 
wits, to contemplate in her on 2 her behaviour grew, 
at length, fo particular, her aunt found herſelf obliged to take no? 
tice o it; ſhe. found, it abſolutely neceſſary to put her out of. her 
family, upon the account of her daughters; and, as the young — 
nuria was upon the point of coming over, ſhe made that her. pre 
tence. to ſettle Sophia in a houſe and family of ſervants, to 8 
her brother according to his rank. Lady Sophia had but 


travels, perfectly accompliſhed for a man of faſhion; the brother; 
and ſiſter met with equal pleaſure, to ſee each other; Honoria likes 

* his reception, and being of a careleſs 
temper, .averſe to buſineſs, puts the whole of his under the 
management of his ſiſter; NE great love lady Sophia had to her bro- 
ther, made her a very gol ſteward; her greateſt difficulty was in 
avoiding parties of pleaſure her brother is continually making upon her 
account; but pay into the country ſoon put an end, to. this per- 
plexity, tho it brought in her way a much greater. There, was in 


the neighbourhood a true 85 parſon, .who had more of the — 
mer than the i th > 3 he had one only daughter, a retty 
creature about nineteen : lady 4 a ſoon perceives her'brother 


—_— 11 A ro rene 8 


1 34 
particular to this young woman, which was a great concern to her. 
She uſed all prudent means to draw him out of her way; wiüch he 
rceiving, grew more reſerved in her fight, and ſo well deceived 
be ſhe thought no more of tlie affair, but was very affiduous in 
fortifying the mind of this young creature with religious principles, 
which might enable her to reſiſt temptation : ſhe thought what ſhe 
faid took effect upon the mind of the young Maria; but one 
day (to her great ſurprize) ſhe heard ſhe had left her father's 
houſe, and was no where to be found; ſhe had the ſatisfaction to 
ſee Honoria ignorant of her flight, by the real concern he ſhewed 
to have her : Honoria and the father of Maria ſpent ſeveral 
weeks in a fruitleſs ſearch ; and, when they had given up all hopes 
of finding her, Honoria ſhewed ſhe was not indifferent to him, by 
the melancholy that appeared in his countenance ; lady Sophia, who 
Had long waited for an opportunity of telling her brother the chriſtian 1 
faith, now thinks him in a proper diſpoſition of mind to hear her 7 
fpeak of the miſeries of the fallen nature. There was, in the middle 1 
of a large wood, about a mile from the houſe, a Venetian building, 
which 'a often made a retreat from his company; lady Sophia 
* Oy took a walk that way, and, opening the door quietly, 
perceived her brother lying on a couch in a melancholy poſture, 
reading a letter; ſhe ſtood a few minutes ing the agitation in 
his countenance; he folded up the letter, and, with a deep figh, put 
into his pocket; then, turning his eyes towards the door, he ob- 
ferved his fiſter ; immediately he aſſumed an air of gaiety, and en- 
quired after the company he had left; ſhe told him the company 
were well entertained with each other, and fhe hoped they two 
might have half an hour's converſation. —' 


Hmoria. It will be perfectly agreeable to me to hear my dear 
Sophia diſcourſe upon any fubject. | | 
Lady Sephia. Bes von have given me liberty, I muſt chuſe my 
fabjeR, and purſue a thought, which ſtruck me, fince I came into 
this room; which was, of the mifery I obfetve to be in every human 
greature ; even you (who are the picture of happineſs) I am fure 
feel miſery, and, if you would own the ttuth, would tell me, you 
| now with yourſdlf ſome other being than man, " 
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_  Honotig. » I know Lam-n not ha PPYs. but t thats my own flu, ie 


cauſe I can't goyer By: ions. 3 
: the caufe of | youll 


Lady phia, ections are, bern oe A 
mileries; ut to N affections is not in ou power; "tis the na- 
J and. 


ture of ma to love; ey il, under che a appearance of £ 
Mok, 18 b. that i cannot Gſtinguiſh the evt n dig 

till he ſuffers by it. 

Hsnoria. I will allow. any thing to che power of a 121 
is it often, makes. our miſery; but ſometimes it makes 4 
and, if a man « . love p42" 2 in this world, it wwe not er worth ; 
Tiving in it; we muſt alte the good with the bad, and * our 
telves a5 Happ as e can. _ 

Lady Sopl 91 If I can Le ou in the reſolution of being 2 bhapry JY 

you can, and you will truſt me, 1 will inſüre you a bre 1 

aye never yet Kulte and Which, when W W the whole wo 
will ot bribe you to reſign. W 229 
Haoria. 1 will 8 believe that any man can be fager U, 
and, as to your ſcheme, I take it to be all Boer. __ 

Lady Sophia. Why {1 u think God Yui? not pfoy I 
happy ſtate for man ? can you 4 N God. could make. 4 32 3 
his own tormenter ? ſure, Tr thought 1 is not worthy © your 4-4 
of the ſupreme power, who created all things? | 

Honoria, I believe the ſupreme Being is all eſs, and gives 


me more than I deſerve, and I am an =o creature not to be 
contented with what I have. "0.1 & 


Lady Sophia. Your feeling yourſelf an ungrateful Sa and 


1 


deſerving puniſtiinent, proves to you that you ate in a Hillen na- 
ture ; 1 would- ce e S talkiko tt be 


* 
>» 


reſtored to what it ought to be 8 
Honoria. Siſter, I muſt tell — 2 ellen naturd, 5 
and being reſtored, to hn fore of den yt wr Sit mad; 
come, let us go back to the W kd. [Sol en 
Lady Sophia, I am ſorry you will dot best 2M L Rabe "rg day 3 | 
For, tare, kg tar ger db would at» 
tend to K. Cf 4s t DAOOTSHD oc 


1 ig Moro Gorges Wy #ht rompanys i Walt Baal 1 on be, | 
5 , nn cole yBuai, eeflalpaji 
herſe why «moſt every! boy is E en ber : can 8 
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1: 4 D x "1 "> 4a 5. Pa*s t-,mu retiring | _ To 
much concerns their own happineſs. . Surely, ſhe Md, our nature 
= muſt. be greatly averſe to truth; for, till we can prevail upon people 

_ to pray to God for that holy Spirit, which leads us to all truth, 


na in vain to ſhew them the chriſtian truths, for they cannot ap- 
WE prehend them till the mind is enlightened by the holy Spirit of 
= God ; and, till they can be perſuaded to venture giving up their 
pleaſures in this world, they will not be — upon to pray 
chat they may be led to the truth: 1 found the world was the 
great obſtacle to my religion; I thought I could never bear to 
ve alone, and be deſpiſed by every body, wiſe and unwiſe; but 
how different does the world appear to me now? nothing but my 
affection to my brother could make me endure it; but the little 
pleam of hope I have, he may be one day convinced of the truth, 


'As lady Sophia was returning back to the houſe, by the fide of a 
bench in one of the . walks, ſhe obſerved a piece of white 
paper folded like a letter; ſhe took it up, and, W ae it was 
really ſo, opened it, and, looking for the name, ſhe found it ſub- 
ſcribed Maria: having a concern for that young creature, ſhe could 
not forbear reading the contents; which were as follows. 


. MARTA“s Letter to Honoria. 
, My Loxp, YT Ek 

I beg your pardon for having diſappointed you, and a thou- 
* ſand times over for having ever encouraged your criminal paſ- 
“ fion ; my love was ſo great, it hurry d me to comply with your 
* requeſt of meeting you in the ſummer-houſe ; the trouble I felt 
in my mind WS x me waking all the preceding night, as ſoon 
« as day-light appear'd, I began to dreſs myſelf, and adorn my per- 
e ſon as well as I was able, putting on my filk gown, and all my 
« beſt things; the papers you gave me remain d {till in my pocket; 
the diamond ring, I thought, look'd well upon my hand; when 
| I had finiſh'd my dreſs, I ſet out for the appointed Sy full — 
i _. guilty joy; love quicken d my pace, and I found myſelf in the 
3 3 an hour before the f nnd bh of ſix; the 


1 * ſun, ſhining in a very glorious manner thro the trees, made a 


Po 


— 


a ſiſter he dearly loves, makes it ſeem criminal in me to retire. 


, ; | I F 7 ] AZ 85 . 8 4 I 
.« moſt chearful ſcene 3 a 'n$i- ſtillneſs. of all ſounds, excef 
e the warbling of the birds, ſo innocently. 889, 3 me with ay 
«guilty ſhame, that I could not join with the brute creation, i 
-46. my fong of - praiſe ; 1 u m win 40 pointmegt had beef 
% made in a dark ni ght, and the ga er men the 
-< artificial light of nerd but, on a Ste I — to call 
« away thought, and returned into the ſummer-houſe; there lay 
4 a book upon the table, Which I, taking for a novel, open ith? 
«/a-defign/ to divert my too ſerious thoughts ; but w.; rough 
more {ſerious were they _—_ Ny; be my hand ap 
book? and, the prayer that eyes being 
e under a ſtrong temptation, I read it « through, and 5 
at myſelf; I then took ew Pap 8 1 
e me, and flung them NN 1 ſurpriſin g reſolution, 
and, with the ſame Pr ran out of the ſummer-houle, and 
«thre? the wood, as faſt as fear could carry me; when I came 
4e 0 the bottom of the walk, — e wy 


"viikaon q 

* 225 our - por Mata” | 

Lad 8 bis was ; all of f find the po bene 

ried Lady 5p between her bauen _ may of and 7 1855 to .fee | 

:ſhe had eſcaped with innocence :. ſhe laid the letter In the. plat | 
where ſhe found it, and walked. on towards, the houſe; at the 

ſhe met her brother, who paſſed her by without e and 

ran up the walk which ſhe came down :: for, ſome weeks. ſhe per- 

nad; her brother had a melancholy upon him, and that he 


tried all ways to Wert lea ſhe, ofen tried foul 16 peak of xeli- | 
gion, but he would not bear to hear Nen that fe 
at length, ſome of his intimates came from to viſit hic by 


of amuſement, he takes them to a race, 50 2 


T 38 1 
Lady Spöbis lived alone for a fortnight; which, 4 es penn he 
<2 ſeemed to her but a few hours; Hime and his 
= returned in great ſpirits; lady Sophia was foroed to ſum- 
on her chriſtian patience to endure their noiſe; the Hiſt thing 
2 attended to of S e id her was, they had met with: her 
eaſin Niirtilla; Honoria told her ſhe expreſſed great affection for 
er, and talked of making her 'a viſit; they ſpoke very much in 
© praiſe of her perſon and equipage ; lady Spb having been l 
Wauſcd' by her aunt lady Plaaſeuil, Honoria, who was piqu d at her 
4 vebaviour, never had viſited his aunt, nor ſeen the beautiful Flir?- 
E-Yilla,' who was lately married to Sir Simon Caſb, a wealthy citizen”: 
J Spe, who had no cauſe 10 reſent any ill uſage from her 
| 2unt's 1 Was glad to hear he intended to came, 
The might become ferious, now ſhe was 4 wife: 
1 , eg e fri wende be, Ad ai d w 
Hit: FF os air in his Chaiſe, and in a frolick drove her to the ſeat 
of Sir Simon Caſh : lady Flirtvlla received her old friend with great 
Joy, and perſuaded chern 10 Ray two or three drys: lady Sophia 
WE perceives marriage had made no change in the lady Flirrella z ſhe 
WE thought her behaviour -rathet toe gay for a wife; and, "the firſt | 
WW opportanity, ſhe determined to talk to her upon: that ſubject : otie 
UE morning, when Hmria and Sir Simon 'were gone to. field. 
WE lady Fir till propoſed à walk in the woods to lady Sophia, who 
14 Ge ee 1 in the walk lady: Sophia begins "ber 
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i "0K 5 this. I am very glad to ſee my 2551 friend miſtreſs of 
ar 10 large fortune, and that the is married to u man who relieves 
ber from dhe trouble of management, 1 Knew, is ſo contrary to her 
ow bat + will now confider the” pradent” part, and 
ur 2 little to the manner of the farhity- you 
ate comte 2 who; perhaps, may difapptove forne of: "your innb- 
Tay Pr,” don't underſtand. 1937 t CU 97 
Firmin. I believe my deen Sylzs be len er 
eee, tell me, Whenever 1 do wrong; 1 
* SHY: a vaſt deaf together this winter; I intend to. dhe % 


3 Ar Sir Simon goes in the "city," ME e 
You « ha = 6911 AWI 34 Boes 9 25 a | | 
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Few have you inform 2 the 
you are i in 
3 ey ns feripruresy” 
© Lady Firtilla. 1 often read a chapter” ou ai Swidep,..tho' I dne 
know-why I read the ſeriptures more om that day ham any other. | 
Tell me why people are more religious on a Sunday ne a 
Monday ; n6-body goes to church on à Monday morning 05 6491100 
Lady Sophra. - Sunday is called the Lord's-day ; te 8 day t mh 
from worldly buſineſs; a day in which we remember the creation 
of the world and the redemption of mankind. Vou niuſt under 
ſtand you are born in fin, au cannot $060: haven WAR gn 
unleſs you believe in Chriſt. | 
Lady Fkrtilla. I deſire to 20 wo heaven, when I die lehne 
God, but I know nothing of Chriſt 1 51 bird 
Lady Sephia. If you believe in God, ae e Vials 
es will lieg boron? a e in; W batands paw lMORAN 
the | ſcriptures, - it nan wou believe: in Hin 
whom he hath ſent. i Y caert 
Lady Flirtilla, Indeed, my dear couſin, 1 don't underſtand 3 a 
word of your diſcourſe. - - - 
Lady Sepbig. Have you never heard of cue, why its 
kept a faſt - 1 2 
Lady Flirtills. - Good-Pri N what BY 1 P * 1 ca 
Friday better than another ? ay * * 
Lady Sepbia. You e nnen 
you the meaning of all theſe days. e T9: 136 2h 
Lady Fir. - Is it a diverting book ? 1 1007 LIE 
Sophia. Child, you want im W | hid diver- 
PS. | um ray ory tor you init of ha Þ fig 


or OR. to Know: * oy 50 % oy TEL Ar AOL In 


Leine Sia, 7 
ire this} vice Als Elin; ho bes e ue tn Ua e 
Lady Sophia and Honoria returned home the next day: fir Simon 
and his lady promiſed to come to them in a fortnights'©: Hino- 
ria talked all the way of lady Flirtilla;' and begged of his titer, _ 
as 4 favour- to him, the would neter ſpeale again to der upon be 
ſubject of religion, for ſhe could not bear it. Lady Sepia flantered 
herfelf ſhe ſhould now enjoy a fortnight's quiet: * alas! in "ap 
ys 


140 1 


days came lady Flirtilla; ſir Simon, having received intelligence of the 
death of the Great Mogul, was gone poſt to London to manage in the 
3 ſtocks, "055 lady * took this opportunity of coming to her dear 
| W rap 9 a was ſo pre- poſſeſſed with her brother's having 
a * r Maria, that the was blind to his growing affection 
to lady: ral Theſe two lovers were ſo well pleaſed with each 
other's company, that they gave lady Sophia liberty to enjoy the 
greateſt part of her time in her own apartment. Sir Simon was ſo 
taken up in managing his money, for a whole month, that he never 
thought of lady Hlirtilla; but, when he did, he ſent for her to 
town, not being able to leave his affairs, till it was certain whether 
the Great Mogul was alive or dead. "Twas with great regret ſhe. 
left the country: but, not many days after, Honoria told his ſiſter 
he ſhould remove his family to London for the winter. How: 
gladly would lady Sophia have lived, alone in the country-houſe ? 
but,.- perceiving her brother to grow till fonder of her, ſhe was 
g to try one winter, in hopes he would give, her leave to 
ſpeak 3 to him upon religion. | 
Two days after Honoria was arrived in town, parſon Phd was 
furprized with the ſight of his daughter Maria, whom he met, within 
one; field; of his houſe: ſhe fell on her knees, and aſked his pardon 
for having left him without leave, but hoped, when he. heard $6 
reaſons, he would rather commend than blame bs 


Parſon Phd. I deſire you will walk wok to the res 6 
for I can't tell whether I {ball receive you or not, till I have con- 
$alted your mother: but let me hear your reaſons for running away. 
Maria. I did not fly from you, ſir, but from the criminal 
1 * Honoria, which I could not otherwiſe eſcapde. 
Parſon Phd, What did Honoria propoſe to you? 201 
Maria. The terms upon which Honoria would receive me, were, 
a ſettlement of three hundred pounds a year for I es and: the 
promiſe of doctor Creeps parſonage for you. 
Parſons Plad. Doctor Creep's parſonage! why chat is a good five 
hundred pounds a year; and, upon my: word, three hundred pounds 


a year for a | that has nothin 4. dis preſet. Whers, Bus 
— 5 2 
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Maria. Oh! fir, when it pleaſed God to give me power a. 
1505 Honoria, I ſcorned his (edement, ; td left "It at the place of © 
appointment. = 1.4 

Parſon Phd. Child, why did not Fafa W your affairs? 

haps I might have drawn him in to: marry you}. a man muſt 
Bre a woman very well Who gives fo Handſomely: Lam ſure he 
took a world of pains to find you; and paid all my expences in 
meſſengers upon that account; indeed, I thought ir was all done Zur 
of reſpect to me and my wife, but,” T king? now. it Was all on your 
account. But, child, you ſhould: haue given the“ paper of the par- 
ſonage to me, that was mine; ; giving him back'your Own ſettle⸗ | 
ment was ſufficient ſurely. vril Yhrtort 3: ana 
Maria. Oh! fir, could 1 keep any thing that 1 e siven 

as a purchaſe for fin s £ e ONT OF m Un 
Parſon Phd. But, child, hat 646450 Ben to do? your mother 
and I can't keep you; for all the country thinks you are with child, 
and it will be a ſcandal to us to harbour you in our fämily. nt HStrn 
Maria. I thought it my duty to come to you; as ſoon as Eonbx gi 

left the country; before I durſt not come. "Don't be 1 cruel” as * 
to ſuſpe& my honour. © - . Ry 

Parſon Phd. Let me hear wherd peu went, Pe” what you! did, 4 
when you were abſent, that I may ſatisfy the neighbours: ©” ' 

Maria. I met with a poſt-chaiſe in the great road, "which catgled 
me to London; 1 was ſet down in Piccadilly. I begged of God t 
direct me right, I caſt myſelf intirely upon his providence. *T 
wandered through ſeveral ſtreets ; I ſaw many people, but none thai 
looked as if they would aſſiſt me, till I met with lady Secludia ; ſhe 
was coming out of a poor ' houſe; with ſuch an air of goodneſs, 
that I thought ſhe reſembled the lady Sephia: I ventured to 
her a courteſy ; ſhe immediately, with good humour; aſked 
T had not ſome trouble upon my mind; I could not ſpeak for ſome 

time: ſhe bid me follow her, which I did, and, after making to 

more viſits to the poor, ſne brought me to her own houſe. She 
bid me go into a little room, on the left hand of the hall, and 
Xs Ap thoughts: (this little room was a repoſitory for * 
poor one ſide 15 a preſs filled with coarſe cloathing, ou 
a. gs a cloſet filled 'with medicines, and ſhelves filled oo 
Ware give away :) I'fat down; 7 55 one in a trance, 
| 2 _ _ 
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I felt a divine joy 
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ſee my f. 
letter to the 


1 purſuit, and, when one object was 
removed, they fought another; at preſent you think Honoria all 
perfection, and, indeed, he is eſteemed as one of the beſt of the 
young men; but , the: chriſtian ſees there is nothing good in us, and 
none to be depended upon but who, are believers in Chriſt, for the 
others live only in regard to the world. One of theſe beft young men 
will endeavour to ruin as many young girls as pleaſe his fancy; 
he ſeldom enquires whether his tradeſmen are paid, tho' he is 
punctual in diſcharging his debts of honour ; he lets his domeſticks 
guin themſelves, and it is rather a matter of mirth than concern to 
hear of their ſufferings; he lives without God in his family, and 
contxives his ſervants ſhould have moſt work upon the day of reſt : 


they ſupport vice, and ridicule religion; this they call fincerity, for 


tis their nature to do wickedly : they are, in the world, the inſtru- 
ments of evil, which is a dreadful thing to think of; and ſuch a 

erſon is yqur Hanaria ! pray to God to ſhew him to you as he is in 
bh ſight. - I lived three months in this heavenly family, where 
religion was the. conſtant theme of converſation; I never heard a 
word ſpoke; in regard to the preſent world, but what was abſolutely 
neceſſary ;- we had prayers, publick and private, every day, and the 
ſeriptures expounded, 1 fad a great change of heart, ſince . 
3 own 
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known what religion is. Veſterday the: lady: Secladia” informed; mir 
Honoria was come to town; this news made me deſirous 0 
leave it, tho I could have ſtaid for aver in her family. She took a 
tender leave of me, and put in my hand a letter — PE Felicia 
in Cornwell, with twenty ec my expencts. Nom, ſir, 


you have my whole ſtury. l i I ing — 
Parſon Phd. Well, child, I am glad it is no worſe with 
come dong with me, Aer your mother will receweguu, eic 
To 7; 02 219899133 of od won en 
| 2665 e very prartably for u time büt 
now, ohſerving her father very deficient inithe- office! of a chriſtian 
miniſter, in a meek and brunibte manaer;ofhio! endeavoured to: "thew 


him his duty; ſhe mentioned hnothes hear regs 
church twice day, a facramentrevtryiSundey 


children Wedneſdays and Fridays, yiltingxhectick; — Fon 
prabates in their own-/houſes, ſwegrers inthe High. roads; 
telling godfathers- and. godinothers qhe' x:-0f0 being! e 
and the forbidding cards and: in his ov. houſe. © This 
diſcourſe ſo fired both, r <a a that Maria was quite 
ſurprized, for ſhe thought theſe duties were omitted through ig- 
norance: her mother, wid was both” igagrant. ind vulgar, ſaid the 
r and that he durſt not let Her ſtay in 


pode 


re ul Nl 7 Tums, PSU F 10 Yi} oh 4 

Pi it in "my of ie ets g Hare 4 Os ee AMON ok. an ps 

— pome company in town invited, and 4 le party kept a, 

in» low; oſs o lady Sie, Ko" Scored de rater 
lows ; 


wih him as fo 
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| Lady 8 1 "Mbuld" you inſiſt upon" 
doing a thi ng fo diſagree © me, hae you have often told 
4 liked} nn 0 "IR 

Hbnoria. I did wks dillite make, Town, but n Ei 
cell fond'of it, and I muſt have it: I Will do he B outs myſelfg 
only - 
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only you make your appearance for an hour, and ſay you don't owe 
anuſick, and no- body will mind your leaving us. 


Lady Sophia, I beg you will excuſe me in a Wer fo con- 
trary to my 3 7 N 6 GAH 
Huancrin. Well, do as e IPO W works len dans 65 
be particular: I will try if _ Hirtilla will ſupply lee 
$0"! " Show 01.4 1 ff 

This propoſal lad Fulirtilla 1 ER and ao. body s houſe 
was now become ſo agreeable to the town, as Honoria's ; and lady 
Hlirtilla took care that lady Sephia's footman viſited every great lady 
in town ; ſhe ſoon W the ſole manager of Honoria's 2 ae and 
fortune ; lady Sonia ſeldlom ſees her brother but in company; and 
perceived every, day the world prevailed with him more than ever: 
the ſometimes. ſpoke to him of his expences, which ſubject he 
could as ill bear as that of religion: in this way they ſpent the 

1 ia being initirely ignorant of what the world ſaid, in 
regard to her brothers bes wich lady ew rent one morn- 
ing ſhe received the following as Ne 
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ne World eſteemns you! Ay? Woman 755 ſenſe and religion; but 
is, that cogſiſtent with ygur een an intrigue with lady 
&' Flirtilla, a. married woman, and your brother ? I. dont know 
«'M hat. views of intereſt vou may have in this. black deſign, but 
ſure no 1n g can exciſe * you. in 65 e you may 
; rr the world with your, ke g. ee ion. 4 


ET | lt 1 
Ld 7 
. Sunday nig whe, March Se , (bil of ee of. cid 
„ = 


Lady Sophia read over this barbarous letter vera times, which 
diſturbed. her mind more, than ſhe, imagined; words could ever have 
done; ſhe now ſet herſelf | to obſerve the behaviour of her brother 
and lady Furtilla, which by a thouſand circumſtances convinced 
her, they had, a real paſſion for each other 5 ſhe took the firſt o 5 
rad o ſpeaking to lady il. whom ſhe knew to * — \ 
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tuous creature in her own thoughts, tho! really criminal in ber 85 by 
giving the leaſt encouragement to any man's paſſion, after ſhe became 
a wife. Lady Flirtilla; hearing lady Sephia was not well, and kept 
her room, came to make her a viſit; ſhe entered with a BY fatiſ- 
fied air, 

Lady Flirtilla. My dear Sophia, what is the matter. J you „look 
tell years older than you did a week a 2 

Lady Sophia. I am really vexed ; this letter, and read the 
cauſe. Lady Hirtilla, having read the letter, with great wunde 
in her countenance, ſaid : 10998 

Lady Flirtilla. Can you mc. who writ this. e 1 Kg 
but the 7 beſt way is to take no ſort of notice of it; I would — 
appear with me and your brother together every- where, and brave 
it out to the world ; I ſhall inſiſt upon this behaviour Kew. you, 
to clear me; of all ſulpicion. or ity os beelotFery 1 | 
Lady Sophia. I perceive you regard the, ſhare. the * has in 
this affair, more than I could wiſh you to do! tis no matter what 
the world ſays : but are you clear in your on mind, that you 
look upon my brother with an indifferent eye z that he is no more 
to you, than any other man; your affections ought noe to be he 
eu; confined-to Air Simon. MOT non 6 11 Au We 
Lady Flirtilla. Sir Simon, I aſſure you, i8 very "ls. with, my 
conduct, and has never ſaid a, word about this, affair ; he neyer. was 
fonder- of me, than at this- preſent time; nor we never, hved rh | 
pier together. 
| Lady Sophia. wy * Jens, like mine, wonld probably turn \ the, ſcale, 
and make him very, unhappy, as it has done me. 

Lady Flirtillgj,. What would you have me to do? if I ſhould alter 
my behaviour, that would, be p proving to the world I, have, been in 
the wrong: I think the beſt Way is to take no notice, and 80 0 on 
juſt as we do; only let you an L be more together. Rd fy 1 
Lady $ bio bo | enter, nothing but, the, chriſtian part. in chi 
affair; I fe ar you, love my brother. better. than you imagine; an 
that the affection which you now think ſo innocent, may, through 
indulgence, in time, become criminal; nothing but the chriſtian 
religion will ſet you free from theſe — in which the world 
entangies all its votaries; tis Bt to live the life you and all 
22 fine 
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Lady Flirtille, You know, 1 derer will hear e ul * 
1 and fo your ſervant. 


Lady Sophia was grieved to ſee lady Hirtilla obſtinate in refiſting 
religion ; which, ſhe knew, _ 0 only relieve her from a lic 
that was — her into great miſery. 


Sir Simon (af h, who was a good-natured man, and bad a 
i 2 account of her ſcreening his aukwardneſs, 


2 lady Sophia 

W in the manners of the pon WON rd which 
he was entire ignorant, came in, in this inſtant. - 
Sir Simon Caſh, A a i mb ef the kund 46 b. fel 
lady; ; but ron reſolved to aſk you how you did myſelf ;/ Thad 
been with you an hour ſooner, but fat I inet with's l at 


Temple-Bay ; pray, how do you do? | 
Lady Sephia. I am rather better; theſe little warnings s ef Gesrh, 


fir Simon, are very 'necalfary to put us in mind, that our great change 


Sir Simon. I think, if a man wrongs n "and takes care 
of his fimily, he need not trouble his much about death. 
Lady Sephia. Don't you allow, fir Simon, we muſt give _ 


count of our time) God has given us time in this world, to im- 


prove for eternity; your eternal riches are all ſpiritual, and we ſhall 
— —4 with us out of the world ; all th veſt of our riches we 
mult leave behind us, for other people to ſquander a 
| 44 Madam, don't think I am — an 
rea world, neither; I go to church every ſab wy and 
of the famihy Which belongs to me, I take with me; 
ont wear, but when Fam in a paſſion, and then I am ſorry for 
Sy indeed, 1 don't give much to the poor, rg Sr when 
die, to leave a pretty handſome ſum to the foundling er fy 
Lady ebe I wiſh, fir Simon, that money you inte for the 
ital, was given in your life-time ; for, when you are 


tis no wy ror yours ; you are then giving away” the right of 


dead, 
your next heir. 


- fic 
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r Sinn. Why, now, I can't perſuade myſelf to give this money 
. life-time, — yet 1 am willing to give it, after I n 
you are a Wiſe. woman 5 tell me what is the reaſon of this? 

Lady Sophia. The reaſon: of this is, ſir Simon, that you 2 love 
ydut money, and prefer the earthly before the heavenly — ; 
you are ſenſible you Tv want this money; but you can't part with , 
it, becauſe you love it: now God requires that we ſhould love 
thoſe things that are eternal; he bids us give him our hearts, which 
are our affections; and this we muſt do in this 1 in order to have 
treaſure in heaven. 

Sir Simon. Why, madam, 40 you think pm nd hd akin 
in this world ? money helps us to every thing; ſo that, if a man 
may be allowed to love ey thidg in this world, mann. 
money. Hal ha! 

Lady Sophia. If I love the world, I cannot love God and in be 
love of God conſiſts all my heavenly treaſure; : 

Sir Simon. Tis my love of money (you are in the right). nod.” 
me take pains to get it; I would give up all che pleaſures in he 
world, to get money : I am ſure a man has more pheature 1 in Setting 
money, than he — in ſpending it. 

Lady Sophia, If you could love God, as well as you les meer. 

you would- give af it ploatare to ſerve him. 
Sir Simon. Why, as you lay; madam, we depend e 
every thing we are to have in the next world; 8 
ſhall If love him : but is it neceſſary to love God, while we are in this 
World? a 

Lady Ste | Depend hwatit if yon eber Ad taſte the hap- 
pineſs J find in religion, you will own that God gives in chig world . 
far better things than money can purchaſe; and he gives heavenly | 
treaſure to all that aſk it of him. 

Sir Simon. Madam, you tell me a I will tall. with - 
you again upon this matter: I do think, as-you- fay; that the tres 


ſure I carry out of the world with me, is of chan, mann 
that I leaye behind. . A 
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After ſir Simon was gone, lady Sophia had many refieions palſed 
in her mind, concerning her [brother's unhappy. ſituation; at length 
eee to ſhew him his . tho — 
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conſequence would be a quarrel ; but that ſhe dreaded leſs, tho' 
he loved her brother extremely, than ſubmitting to a deceit, in 
ſeeming ignorant of his criminal paſſion; ſhe had ſcarce made this 
| reflection, when Honoria entered her room. 

Honoria. Pray, have you ſent to 8. after lady Flirtilla's 
health this morning ; ſhe is very ill. 

Lady Sophia, Is Flirtilla ill ? ſhe was here yeſterday. 

Honoria. You don't know ſhe's ill? you have made her ill with 
your hypocritical cant: what could you mean by ſhewing her that 
letter? I know from whence it came; from that wicked moth er 
of hers, that hates her. 

Lady Sophia. Brother, you are very warm in this affair; 1 "0 
your affection - is more, than it ought to be, for a married relation. 

Honoria, How can I have too much affection for ſo valuable a 
perſon | ſhe has more real goodneſs, and ſtrict honour, than any 
woman in the world: tho ſhe is ſurprizingly handſome, ſhe don't 
know it: ſhe was never ſeen out of humour in her whole life, and 
makes the beſt of wives to that beaſt of a huſband, that Yong: t de- 
ſerve her. 

Lady Sophia. I agree , with on that Fhrtilla is — —ñ—⏑F—‚— 
and agreeable; and I am very ſorry to ſay, that you are her greateſt 
enemy, tho' you do love her ſo well; and ſtill you are a greater 
enemy; to yourſelf, whom you love better than Flirrilla : if ou will 
hear me with patience, I will ſhew you Honoria as he is: but firſt 
let me hear what you think of yourſelf ? 

Honoria. I think, I would not wrong any creature in the world. 

Lady Sophia. What do you think of poor fir Simon? you are 
ſtealing away his wife's affections; and would be glad to hear he 
had broke his neck; here I take you to be in the high road to- 
wards murder and adultery, both which begin in the heart. 
 Honoria. So, madam, a _ pretty TEN you give of your 
brother: is he not a thief alſo? 

Lady Sophia. Yes; a man that refuſes to pay his taylor's bill, 
once a _ is as much a thief, as he that ſteals a ſuit of cloaths 


out of his ſho 
Howria — I 1 guilty of covetouſneſs ? 
Lady Sophia. I doubt you covet many things you don't poſſeſs: 
you covet a larger eſtate; you covet a place at court; you os a 
of 


« 
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ribband; you covet every fine horſe that you ſee; now OT all 
the good you think in_yourſelf, 

Honoria. I think, I am a man of true honour. 
Lady Sophia, - I deſire you will explain what you mean by a man 
of honour ?  _ | 
 Honuria. A man of honour will ſupport his friend's cauſe, right 


or wrong. 
A man of honour never betrays any villainies he has been at 


White 7 

A man of honour always pays his debts of honour. 

A man of honour neither beats his whore, nor ſtarves her. | 

A man of honour never tells lyes, unleſs it be to women, trades- 
people, fathers, mothers, and wives. 

A man of honour never lies with his friend's ** unleſs his paſſion 
gets the better of him. 

A man of honour never conſults any, but a man of honour, 1 in his 
affairs of conſequence. 

A man of honour never diſcovers a private duel. n 

A man of honour never enquires into the reaſon of a challenge. it 

A man of honour delights to ſee two fellows box, and com them 
money to animate their blows. Lo nau A 

A man of honour never pretends to have religion. 

A man of honour hates > | that do pretend to have ee. 

A man of honour never ſays his prayers. 

A man of honour does not believe a word of the ſeripture. . 21 

A man of honour makes Sunday a day of buſineſs. 

A man of honour does not carè where he goes, when he W 
1 man of honour will fight any man that reflects upon. his cha- 

r. 

Lady Sophia. How differently do you and I underſtand the man 
of honour ? he appears to me the contraſt of un your have de- 
ſcribed ; let us reverſe the character. 

A man of honour never will ſupport his friend i in a wrong cauſe... 
A man of honour tells the ſecret villainies he has ſeen at re 


to every young fellow he meets. um 
F hn of. honour ones woa any debts of honours... 09 5 


2 | 2 
ec * 3 . „ A +44 2 44 5 CIQUUT w 4 ww wa C & "_t Th 1. 0 9 


a 4 
* G s A man 
ode , | man 


— 


[50] 
| A man of honour is true to his wife, whom he neither beats nor 
ſtarves. 
| A man of honur never tells a lye upon ovcafion. 
| A man of honour lies with no man's wife but his own. 

A man of honour never conſults any, but an honeſt man, in his 
affairs of conſequence. | 
A man of honour diſcovers a privat duel to the captain of the 
guard. 

A man of honour, if he receives a challenge, ſends * one of the 

challenger's friends, defires he will enquire- into the reaſon of the 

challenge, and, if he judges him to be in the wrong, promiſes to 


acknowledge it, in the ſame em where the n was 
roo. 


1 A man of honour hates to ſee two men 
Ui ow them money to deſiſt from that cruel exercik 
A man of honour imputes all his virtues to reli 

A man of honour eſteems no-body, but who has religion. 


A man of honour prays to God to direct dun die in all is 
actions. | 


A man of honour dee every word in the ſcri ures. | 
A man of honour makes Sunday a day of reſt to his ſervants and 
rſes. 
A man of honour dreads to go amongſt villains, When he dies- 
A man of honour dares not commit murder to ſupport his cha- 
racter. 
Honoria. I can aſſure you, ſiſter, no che will : ſpeak to your 
man of honour ; he will enn Reounarel, and Kiek d out ol 
1 . 
arne The world that now e . to ſet wrong in 
| the place of right; and happy is it for thoſe who have courage to be 
particular in the right way, and not regard the world. w 
Honorta. Siſter, you ta k like-a fool; every man of ſenſe does re- 
gard the world ; no- body talks of wrong and right, every body tries 
to divert themſelves as well as they can; theſe erious | thoughts are 
quite laid aſide; it is very ill bred to pretend to think a man, that 
is not continually lan „will ever be well received in com- 
pany ; a ſerious looking man will be thought a fir Simon oo 
1 bs — * 9. 


each voher, and 


* off 
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1 510 
Who 18 always calculating his men and an. his aſh 
counts. . 110 qm BOY 15 | 

Lady Sophia. I am ſorry 00. ſoe n like paucſelf.ond bi bels 
wrong-headed people. | | 
Honoria. Now, as much in the wrong as you think me, Lcan 
aſſure 8 I always intend to do Ashes and a good: intention i 
Every g, in my opiii 109: vali : vliazt clots of Dawnth 

Lady Sophia. Indeed, brother, you miſtake your e ee 

intend to pleaſe yourſelf,” and would be glad to have what:your-db 
| to-be'right ; but this: is not to intend right, but 
wich you make the motive of all your- achons; but you miſtake 
your pleaſures for tr a 2 conkiſts in beging the kf Bod, 


ae oa the rule 71 
 Honoria,) miller, if I aS 5 follow-your religious wi, chu 
ald make me mad; den requires n Fun 
vrithout it. ð n "a 
Lady Sopbia.. Brother, the Ault 5 is in your nature.” wed 4 
narid. That I cant helr. alt oft orale 


Lady Sop bia. You may aſk of God to give you a new: nature, 
which he — romiſed to every one that deſires it,; and in this new 
nature you will love what is right, and feel ſo much happineſs in 
your own mind; you. wapld not deſirę to be diverted from it by 


= worldly amufſeinents : brother, I obſerve; you. don't attend to my 
| 1 | diſcourſe. 
= Honoria. Siſter, I cannot attend to you, when ye tall vf the 
{ „ new nature; you know I hate religion ; - I infiſt upon your going 


with me to ſee lady Hlirtilla; you are ——— H am ſure. 
Lady Saphiu. I really cannot 2 I 
lady 222 therefore dont expect to wilt her... 1 
Hionoria. Then, ſuſten, you and I mut pam: ein y 
in my houſe, that tefuſes to viſit lady Eurtilla : Ei Vir to 
a; Brother, my affection. fer bu if fo ſincera that 1 
muſt ip the truth, and am ſotry you can't bear to bear ite £ 
eady to leaut you, if you deſire it; tho Topal ſuffer any uſage} 
d hape left: that you. would: ever hr ar tne upon tlie ſubjeX 
4 —— Ov 3112 : 3ac3690q bas Yi ND el 0 L{1150? r IJ 
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. » Hottoria, You may depend upon my word, that I never will 
hear you upon the ſubject of religion. ; — AA 
Lady Sophia. Then I find we muſt part. 


lere ſhe burſt into tears, which Honoria called hypocritical, and, 
running out of the room, clapped the door with ſuch a fury as 
alarmed the whole family: they found lady Sophia fallen into a 
ſwoon, and the ſervants, being exceſſiwely frightened, ran after 
their maſter, and told him their lady was dead; he ſwore they 
were all hypocrites, and they might take care of their hypocrital 
lady, delves, and immediately left the houſe; os 

As ſoon as they brought lady Sophia to herfelf, ſne deſired to be 
left alone. She was now fully determined to leave her brother, 
being convinced that ſhe had loſt all power with him, to ſerve him 
either. in the point of religion or fortune. For - ſome 'days lady 
Sophia kept her bed with a fever; neither her brother nor lady 
Hirtilla inquired after her health. She was revolving in her mind 


where ſhe ſhould go, when ſhe received the following letter from 
Maria 2 4 | | ODA 


0 


A 
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Letter from Maria 20 Lady Sophia. 
Hon. Madam, 


« I could not ſatisfy myſelf without acknowledging the favours 
0 have received from the lady Sephia: to her inſtructions, and 
* the good books ſhe gave me, I _— the firſt impreſſions that 
'* inclined me to ſeek after religion, which now makes the happineſs 
* of my life. By a recommendation from lady Secludia (to whom 
* Idefire you will ſend the incloſed) I am introduced into the family 
of lady Frliciania, your ladyſhip's couſin. I can't forbear telling 
% you how happy I live: this lady's houſe is very large and ſtrong, 
* tho', they ſay, it has been built above three hundred years; the 
country round it is very dry and pleaſant : the whole pariſh be- 
* longs to her ladyſhip: the farm-houles are all neat, and every _ 


11 


« has a gravel path that leads to the Weil the p ple ate wa 
* * cloathed, and look pleaſed. They bell me ir was a SY 


ee 60 
4 years; ; he — all ſorts of cad $1 hive Heard je for 
«. travelled round the world.) There is a building round a back 
« court; on one fide is a ſhop, where he teaches the farthers ſons 
« to make every thing belonging to huſbandry :' on anotlier fide 
<« there is a ſhop, where he teaches to weave cloth of all forts ; | 
and over that a room, where he teaches to make ſuits of cloaths: 
“ on another fide there is a ſhoe-maker's ſhop, where they make 
« boots and ſhoes; and over that a ſchool, where boys and girls 
« are taught to read : and, on the other. fide, a houſe, where 
« women ſpin; and over that a room, where girls work plain- 
« Work _ make manteaus ; ; here they ſay their catechiſm twice 
«* a week; I have the care of this room, which 1 find a very 
pleaſant employment. The order of teaching is in this manner; 
any young perſon may come who brings a ticket from their 
parents, which tells how long they may ſtay. My 1 5 — em- 
113 for all people that want work; but ſhe pa 
alfpenny a day leſs than the farmers, becauſe the would em = 
them only on ſuch times as the / farmers can ſpare 
* dts ple go to church twice a day. Our u is the 
place that ever was ſeen ; all the ſeats are the ſame, being | 
« « fo gle ow with high backs, and matted ;' a ſeat holds four 


« people, . has four prayer-books, and at each end _ 
there are two large branches for candles in the ee malte iis 


« pulpit is neat, and covered with purple velvet, as is the com- 
* munion- table: at the lower end is a ſweet organ. Our is 
a very good man, and grows a better chriſtian every day. We 
* hwy prayers at half an hour paſt eleven in the w hi 
<« winter, evening-prayers begin at ſeven, in ſummer at eight. 


cc 


c 


8 "wi e and * the parſon expounds the catechiſm, . 8 ; 


— 


- Gans 


4 on other evenings. he expounds one of the chapters: he gives 
e the ſacrament every Sunday, and preaches a he gr 
LO F day a pſalm, and the organ is played at the even- 
ople come twenty miles round to ſee our church 
be * ighod up on an evening: indeed, it is a heavenly thing to be 
« there. We have but one, door to our church; and a room goes 
« out. of the church-porch that has a good fire in it, for people to 
« dry their cloaths and warm themſelves, if it is bad weather. My 
lady bas had very good health, ſince ſhe came in this country: 
& — gets up at ſeven in the morning; at eight the bell rings fer 
7 Ou: yers, (which is in a large room that will hold forty 
peop 3 is denied coming in; this laſts half an hour: 
after prayers my lady walks about the houſe, and orders her 
t affairs: at nine the bell rings for breakfaſt, Miſs Realletra comes 
- * moſt mornings; my lady is very fond of her, | becauſe ſhe is ſo very 
pious,, My lady makes me breakfaſt with her. We have 
« prey ſtran gers to breakfaſt, who come to be informed by my 
« about religion; with them, and in the poor's room, my lady 
10 — herſelf till the church bell rings; ſhe takes all in her 
« family to church with her: we come back. by twelve, for our 
* houſe, is very near the, church, and has, a covered walk that 
& leads to it: at twelve, if it is fair, my lady takes her walks, and 
< viſits hen tenants, and all that ſhe thinks —_— advice: ſhe 
4 home about two, and retires till three: ſoon after we 
« dinner, which is always plain, and conſiſts of four things, 
ut. wo ſeldom dine without company: from five till ſix my lady 
; « viſits all her ſhops : at fix we drink tea, and the parſon generally 
comes, and ſtays with us till evening prayer: then we all go 
4 to church, which laſts an hour: at eight we come back: between 
« eight and nine my lady often plays to us on the organ, and ſings 
« an anthem; (ſhe has taught me to play and ſing) my lady wal a 
« charming voice, and will teach any poor girl ſhe thinks ill __ 
at nine we) ſup; half an hour als we r * 
« ten every body retires to their own __— A deſires 
4 ee you, and ſhould be very glad, if you — 5 * — 


mmer with herz 1 hope you will; for no var 0 
cayen d gan Jive: happier than we do. My is the — 
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it women : the ſweet PR.” in her countenance charms er every 
« body that ** her: her converſation is ſo heavenly, that it makes 


« every rget their troubles. Calmneſs and cooper gs 
40 through 72 0 ole le 


Jam 
Neuer Ear s+ * ade 
And ai humble auen. 


ie, 


Paradiſe-Hall, in the 
County of Corral. | 


Lads Sophia looked u this rg , Tas 
providence of God, who provided her a friend in her affſictions : 


ſhe determined to accept the offer, being ſure ſhe ſhould: like the 
manner of life Maria had deſcribed : the ſent to acquaint her brother 
with her deſign of going in two days. 

bir Simon Caſh, having heard lady Sophia was going a long journey, 
<p. $6 hp os Means) —_ PTE 
W in the Racks. . 11 
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Enter Sir Simon cam. % Idi T 


129 K Söbie. I am obliged to you; fir al, as V n fiend 
viſit : 1 am going to leave this town, finding I can be of ao ſervice 
to. any creature, in the way I would wiſh. to ſerve. theme: Pore fo,” 


"Sir Simon. Madam, I am 18 0 you are 15 but, 
undoubtedly, you have your rea calls,” > 7 be of any ſervice 19 


you in money. affairs? 


Lady Npbia, If you will take the e trouble of x ar ; 
fortune, you will do me real ſervice, for I deſire to int as 


of this Rar as ible. 


Sir Simon, If will venture to Prot 8 7 4 x | dat 
1 a- year, lady; and, perhaps, ; A, ittle 


£ * * 447 (if | 
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I wiſh. I ſhall be glad to ſerve you, for I think you are a 
Lady Sophia. I wiſh, fir Simon, you would value me ſo much, 
as to conſider what I have faid to you in regard to your eternal 
intereſt, We have a great work to do in this ſhort life; we muſt, 
in this world, ſeek for thoſe heavenly treaſures we are to live upon 
in eternity. d . 
Sir Simon. Pray tell me what you mean by heavenly treaſures ? 
J can't rightly apprehend, how I can carry any treaſure with me 
into the other world. bb of Tel 
Lady Sophia. Yau are ſenſible, fir Simon, riches in this world are 
only valuable, as they promiſe us ſuch things as we have a mind to 
have: we are ſenſible money will purchaſe the good things of this 
world, but is of no ſervice to us in the next: this heavenly treaſure 
I ſpeak of, is the riches we believers ſee hid in Chriſt, who has 
purchaſed for us, by his ſufferings, an eternity of happineſs. Now, 
as money helps you to all you want in regard to this world, fo faith 
in Chriſt gives us believers this heavenly treaſure I ſpeak of; and, as 
we: increaſe/ in faith, we improve our intereſt in the next world, 
where is our heayenly country and our new Jeruſalem. © 
Sir Simon. If I could believe there was another country for me 
to live in, after I left 'this world, I think I ſhould take care to get 
this heavenly: treaſure you ſpeak of; but I don't believe it enough to 
think it true; I believe it as if it might be, or might not be; I 
think upon it I don't know how, as if heaven did not belong to me: 
I think I could like to go into. juſt ſuch a world, when I die, as this 
I am now in. If theſe things you ſpeak of are true, why don't I 
believe them ? and, if they are not true, how come you to believe. 
them? tell me how this is, lady? ? ee A 
Lady Sophia. The reaſon you don't believe in this heavenly 
country, fir Simon, is, that you now think it would be as impoſſible 
for you to live in it with pleaſure, as it would be for a fiſh to live 
in the air, or an ox to fly like a bird; but, through faith in Chriſt, 
our nature becomes ſo intirely changed, that we are made able to 
apprehend the pleaſures which are provided for. us in the next life, 
and, when. we are Police of ſpiritual. happineſs, we can E 


comprehend there is a heavenly Teruſalem, and à promiſed 
herein the rightedus ſhall dwell to all eternity,” © 
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{ 2 Sie Simon. But, madlam; is it net 


before T can demprehend cheſe things you'ſpeak of:H 519011 o 
Lady Sophia. Undoubtedly : it is promiſed ———— and, 16 
you pray to God to give you. this nem mature, he wilf give it Nu; 
and then you will find fuch a change in your-/affeftiaris; as WI 
make you begin to hate yof. mohey, and be ready to gte is 
to every body that aſks it of you; for you will be afraid of richeg 
leſt they ſhould keep you out of the kingdom of heaven: you will 
divide the balance of your accounts, every year, amongſt the poor 
and indigent, and dread to begin, every new year, a richer man 
than the laſt, 1 
Sir Simon, How, madam! hate my money, and dread to be 
richer next year than I was the laſt ; I can never pray for ſuch a 
change; let me keep my money, and I will pray for any other change 
you would have me. | 8 | 
Lady Sophia. Sir Simon, you are like the young man in the goſpel, 
who kept all God's commandments, but could not part with his 
ſſeſſions to follow Chriſt. You ſee in this ſcripture, how hard it 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven : I beg you 
will conſider, before it is too late, and weigh the difference between 
time and eternity: you will find it your real intereſt to give up all 
that oppoſes the faith of Chriſt in your heart, which, to the be- 
liever, is a continual fountain of happineſs. | 
Sir Simon. Madam, it is not ſo eaſy for me to part with my mo- 
ney as you think it is; I can't do this all at once ; however, Il ery 
if I can perſuade myſelf to give a ſhilling every day to ſome poor 
ned of SIO this 1s eighteen pounds moe illings a year; won't 
Lady Sophia. You know, fir Simon, Srhat you give to the poor, 
1s lent to the Lord, and he he will repay an hundred fold. | 
Sir Simon. I think it is my buſineſs then to pray for faith; for, if 
I could believe in the ſcriptures as much as you do, I am fure 1 
ſhould give half my goods to the poor. | 


Here lady Sophia received a compliment from EHunoria, with an 
offer of his equipage to convey her to Cornwall; fir Simon ſaid he 


would ride with her twenty miles of her way the next day lady 
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